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As usual, production of the  September 'Trow ' 
has been a somewhat t raumat ic  exper ience,  with 
holidays, attendances a t  shows and ra l l i e s  , and 
consequent late submission of copy a l l  a l l  helping 
to  delay the preparat ion and printing. With luck, 
however, it should be  through your  le t ter  boxes 
by the second week of the month, which, believe 
it o r  not, i s  something of a miracle.  

This issue,  a s  i s  customary,  contains the  usual 
essent ia l  Notices of the -4.G. N., accounts anrl 
o ther  important ma t t e r s :  and this  has meant o ther  
general  ar t ic les  being crowded out. I hope, however, 
we shall  have a ' b roader  ' i s sue  in December ,  and 

please  do  send in your le t ters  of complaint o r  otherwise s o  that we can know what 
the membership in general  is thinking - the  s i lence during this las t  qua r t e r  has 
been somewhat deafening! 

With r ega rd  t o  the shows mentioned above, we  have had s o m e  useful Sales  
Stalls during the s u m m e r ,  and thanks to  our  f r iends  of the Thames End Branch 
we have broken s o m e  new ground a t  Wootton Basset Show, Cricklade Show and 
the  Transport Pageant a t  Blenheim Palace. Cr icklade was indeed an  excellent 
day, with booming s a l e s ,  many offers of physical help and, I believe, one o r  two 
new members  enrolled. 

The usual r eminder  that the final date for  contributions t o  the  December 'Trow'  
should be  with m e  by 10th November - I cannot guarantee  inclusion if they a r e  
late,  especially with t h e  Chr i s tmas  rush then becoming imminent. 

Trow Editor: R.O.Nott, Lynfield, Frome Park Road, Stroud, Glos GL5 3LF 
Tel: Stroud 3014 
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Secretary's Report 

A s  you will note f rom elsewhere  in "The Trow' , t he  Annual General Meeting 
i s  once m o r e  with us. It will be  held in  the Subscription Rooms at Stroud on 
Saturday 27th September  in  the late afternoon, t o  allow you to  visit  Stroud o r  the  
Canals beforehand. The Trust  Council has placed a resolution before the Meeting 
to amend the  membership  fees  which, par t icular ly  fo r  the  Juniors  and Pensioners,  
have now become uneconomic, barely covering the  c o s t  of postage of 'The TROW' . 
This i s  the f i r s t  amendment in five yea r s  and i t  is hoped that a l l  members  will  
support this motion. 

The Council has  arranged for  the Walk Presentaticn to take place  immediately 
preceding the  Annual General  Meeting a t  3.30 p. m - ,  and a l l  members  a r e  
invited to  attend. This i s  the  presentation of Awards t o  the walkers  who collected 
the largest  s u m s  in the  var ious  categories.  The T r u s t ' s  'Thank You' to  a l l  who 
helped fund o u r  activities.  

Since my las t  r epor t  the majority of the Trust  effort  appea r s  t o  have been 
channelled into negotiations and meetings. The Off icers  of the Trust  have expended 
considerable t ime  in discussion with Local Authority and Council officers with 
regard to  o u r  p resen t  and proposed activities throughout the  length of the canals.  
These meetings have resul ted in a frank exchange of views, and our  a i m s  a r e  
now reaching a n  increasing number of relevant people. 

On the Canals  work has commenced under Bill Savage (Working Party Organiser ,  
Thames End Branch) a t  Wilmoreway nea r  C i rences te r ,  on a mile  section of the 
canal ,  kindly made available t o  us  by Mr.Franklin,  and i t  i s  pleasing to  note the  
participation of local non-Trust groups in this work. Elsewhere on the canal,  
Bruce Russell is repair ing f ros t  damage to  the  Coates  Portal ,  and Jon  Willis i s  
continuing his spl i t  personality act  at  Ham Mills and Eastington, whilst Alan Jones  
manfully s t ruggles  virtually single-handed with the d redger ,  

The Sec re ta ry  i s  s t i l l  actively engaged in procuring a plant s i te ,  having now 
explored virtually e v e r y  vacant s i t e  along the  canal.  O u r  hopes of purchasing the 
s i t e  a t  Eastington, mentioned in my last  r epor t ,  have proved abortive,  but'we a r e  
current ly  following two promising leads. In both c i r cu  mstances  we will require  
additional financing, hopefully f rom you the members .  

In conclusion, a s  we a r e  now approaching the  Annual General  Meeting, I would 
wish to  extend my s i n c e r e  thanks t o  the Trust Council and a l l  those who have 
helped m e  both physically and with advice during this las t  year .  My only r eg re t  
i s  that the re  has not been a m o r e  active membership ,  but my  pleasure.  i s  that 
a sma l l  group has  achieved s o  much. 

DAVID H. BOAKES. 

I G e t  t h e  c l l i l d r e n  i n ,  Ehbel, h e r e  
come those wretched cana l  d i q q e r s  a n a i n !  



STROUDWATER, THANES & SEVERN CANAL TRUST LIMITED 

Council Members  ' Report for  the  y e a r  ended 31st  "iarch 1980 

The Council submit  thei r  fifth Annual Report t o  the m e m b e r s  of the 
Stroudwater,  Thames & Severn Canal Trust Ltd. 

The following tmve se rved  a s  Members  of Council during the  past  financial 
y e a r  : 

D.1 I .Boakes 
K. Burgin 
H. Coon i l~es  - resigned 29.9.79 
A a J ones  
D. IJi l l inger 
?.l . l?. Reynolds 
J .I-[. Stephens - res igned 13.3.80 
J.G.\dillis 
R. I 1, Veevers  

The Registered Office of the  Trust  remains  a t  1 Riveredge, Framilode, Glos.  

The principal activity of the Trust has continued to  be  the  res tora t ion of the 
Stroudwater Navigation and Thames & Severn Canal. 

There have been no con t rac t s  in \chich any Council Member  had a personal  
interest .  Neither has the  Trust employed any person during the financial yea r  
under review. 

There a r e  no  cha rges  outstanding over  a s s e t s  of t l ~ e  Trus t  such  a s  would r equ i re  
regis t ra t ion under  the Companies '  Act. 

The Trust has  continued to  r ece ive  financial suppor t  f r o m  the  I ' roprietors of 
the  Stroudwater Navigation in r e tu rn  for  ameni ty  \cork c a r r i e d  out on the Stroud- 
water  Navigation. There  has been continued c lose  co-operation between the  
Canal Trust  and the Company of Propr ie tors  on this p ro jec t ,  and the Trust  wi l1 Lie 
extending i t s  working a r e a  when amenity work on th e p resen t  s i t e  i s  complete.  

\trork l ~ a s  continuqrl on the  Do\vbritlge/Air Plants section of the  ' Ihames Sr Severn 
Canal ,  but with the  continuing problems of a c c e s s  t o  ce r t a in  sect ions  s t i l l  
unresolved. 

The C o a t e s k i n g s  Reach section has now been reducer1 to  a maintenance level 
a s  the existing Licence with the  Bathurst Estate has been worked out t o  thei r  
satisfaction. The Trust  i s  cu r ren t ly  negotiating a new maintenance l icence wit11 
the Bathurst Estate on this sect ion,  together with fu r the r  new \,?arks on the  canal 
in the  Estate. 

The initial Ce rney  \die k fioundhouse Sectiorl has now been completed,  but work 
i s  continuing with the  approval of the owners t o  the s t r u c t u r e  of the  Lock chamber .  
As a resul t  of this work tlie adjacent section of the  towpath has been c l ea red  hy 
the  Wiltshire County Council. 

A se r ious  and demoralizing problem has a r i s e n  due t o  t l ~ e  unfortunate s a l e  of 
ou r  plant base  a t  Aston Down due  t o  rationalization by the  f o r m e r  owners.  Khilst 
extensive enquir ies  have been made to  obtain a replacement  these  have no1 a s  
yet proved conclusivp. Hotwere ,  ou r  plant manager  ALan J o n e s  has  continued in 
the adve r se  c i rculs tances  to  refurbish  the W e r i  Kornbi dredger .  Unfortunately 
this problem has se r ious ly  delayed i t s  completion da te  and affected other  plant 
projects.  There  lias been a redistribution of the  Trust  equipment,  including the 
Beecham Wolfcub Dragline and the  >;onorail t o  the  Eastington sect ion of the  
Stroudwater. 
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The Trust has  continued i t s  mechanisation by the purchase  of chainsaws and 
sc rub  c learance equipment, which have vastly speeded initial  c learance work. 
As a fu r the r  exe rc i se  in self-sufficiency the Trust  has purchased second-hand a 
3-inch diesel  pump and a quantity of scaffolding f o r  lock work. As an  indication 
of the importance attached t o  the Plant Section, approximately half o u r  expenditure 
has been devoted t o  these  activities. 

Concurrent with this work the Trust Officers have been actively engaged in 
consultation with ma jo r  canal  landowners and local Authorit ies,  including 
representation in the Stroud Valleys Plan. The Trust  was  closely involved in  the 
representation which resul ted in  the saving of the Daneway Bridge and Causeway 
from demolition. An Engineering Survey has been c a r r i e d  out on the Sapperton 
Tunnel. The Trust  has  purchased a plot of land adjacent to  the  Canal a t  Puck Mill 
in the Golden Valley, and it  is intended that this a r e a  will be  ma d e  available fo r  
public amenity use. 

W e  have continued our  links with active res torat ion socie t ies  with our  continued 
support of the Southern Canals  Association. 

Our  fund ra is ing activities this year  have met  with mixed success .  Whilst the 
Annual Sponsored Walk was slightly disappointing in that i t  did not r each  the hoped 
f o r  target ,  i t  continues t o  be  a major  source  of our  income. The Grand Draw 
brought a g rea te r  response f rom the membership than any of our  activit ies f o r  
many yea r s ;  and was highly successful. The Minchinhampton Arts  and Craf ts  Fair  
unfortunately proved to  be  an  embar rassment  due to  the  lack of support of both the 
membership and the  public. The Sales  Section has  continued t o  make a significant 
contribution both to  our  funds and a s  a valuable point of contact and information 
between the  Trust  and the public. 

As an  indication of the Trus t f  s extending activities a Thames End Branch has 
been formed based on the  Eastern end of the Thames & Severn Canal. Whilst i t  i s  
presently e a r l y  days f o r  th is  venture,  a well supported p rogramme of events has 
taken place and negotiations a r e  current ly  in hand t o  obtain a suitable canal  length 
f o r  restoralion. Overal l  control continues t o  be  vested in the Trust Council where  
the Branch i s  represented by two members  of i t s  committee.  I t  i s  hoped that this 
will be  the forerunner  of o ther  local brancl~es .  

It  would appear  that although the Loss of the  Piggery has  been a se r ious  blow to  
our  p rogress ,  the  pas t  y e a r  has  been one of s teady advance, not only on the  ground 
but a lso  in o u r  standing with outside bodies. Unfortunately a disappointing feature  
has been the  lack of membership  participation in t h e  T r u s t ' s  operations,  which 
must improve if we a r e  t o  achieve our  objectives. 

DAVID H. BOAKES 
Secre ta ry  

PIICHAEL R. REY NOLDS 
T r e a s u r e r  



NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

Notice i s  hereby given of the Fifth Annual General Meeting of the Stroudwater, 
Thames & Severn Canal Trust Limited to b e  held in the George Room, Stroud 
Subscription Rooms, Stroud, G loucestershire, at 4.00 pm on Saturday 27th 
September 1980. 

The business to be t ransac ted a t  the meeting shall  be  a s  follows: 

1. To receive the Minutes of the Fourth Annual General Meeting. 

2. To receive the Report of the Council 

3.  To receive the Accounts and the Auditors' Report 

4. To fix the remuneration of the Auditors 

5. To vote on the proposal 'That the Membership Fees be varied in the 
following particulars : 

Junior Membership be  raised from 50p to  C1 minium 
Adult Membership be changed from E2 to  C2 minimum 
Family Membership be changed from E3 to C3 minimum 
Pensioner Membership be raised from 50p to E1 minimum 
Affiliation Membership be changed from E3.50 to  23.50 minimum 
Life Membership be changed from E50 to  250 minimum a t  the 
discretion of the Trust Council with a minimum age Limit of 18 years.  

6 .  To elect the Ivlemb'ers of Council 

7. Any Other Business 

DAVID H .BOAKES CEng , MIMechE, 
Secretary to the Trust 

NOTES 

1. In accordance with Para 42 d the Trust Articles of Association, the 
following members  r e t i r e  in rotation: 

They have indicated that they wish to  offer themselves for  re-election. 
In addition M r s  S-Hilton, who was co-opted to the Trust Council on 9th 
July 1980 also offers herself fo r  election in accordance with Para 38 of 
the Trust Articles of Association. 

2, Notice of intending proposals fo r  membership of Council shal l  be given 
t o  the Secretary in writing not Less than 14 days before the date of the 
meeting, together with agreement in writing of the person to be proposed, 
preferably using the printed form in this edition of 'The Trow'. The 
address  of the Sec retar); i s  1 Riveredge, Framilode, G loucestershire. 

3. Voting Rights. A11 c lasses  of membership, except Junior  Membership, 
confer one vote. Junior membership has no voting right s ince such 
members cannot'be held liable under the Trus t ' s  guarantee. 



4. Any member entitled to  be present and to vote a t  the Meeting may appoint a 
proxy, who must be a member of the Trust, The instrument appointing a 
proxy shal l  be in writing and shall  b e  deposited a t  the Registered Office of 
the Trust,  1 Riveredge, Framilode, Gloucestershire, not less  than 48 hours 
before the t ime of the Meeting. 

5, Proxy forms may be obtained from the Secretary on receipt of a stamped 
addressed envelope. 

1980 SPONSORED WALK 

The 1980 Sponsored Walk Awards Presentation will take place a t  3-30 pm on 
Saturday 27th September 1980, in the George Room, Subscription Rooms, 
Stroud, Glos. 

The following Awards will be  presented: 

The Waller Trophy 
(Senior Group) 

The Elliott Trophy 
(Junior Group) 

Stroud Rotaract 

1s t  France Lynch Brownies 

The Whitbread Trophy 
( ~ d u l t )  B. Hymas , Dartford, Kent 

Under 12 James  Mann, Amberley 

Under 16 Y vonne Warman, Ebley 

Family R. Reed, Calne, Wiltshire 

The Wooffer Trophy 
( Dog Dillon Hollands, Stretton under Fosse 

The Trust Council wish to express  their congratulations to  the above winners, 
and their s incere  thanks to  all  those who by walking and assisting in the 
organisation made another successful Walk. W e  hope t o  see you again next year. 



PRACTICAL RESTORATION APPRAISAL - AUGUST 1980 

As t ime goes by i t  i s  e a s y  for  those of us  intensely involved in the  day to day 
operations of the Trust  t o  lose t r ack  of p rogress  and perspective, It  i s  therefore  
t imely perhaps that we take stock of what has been done over  the y e a r s  and where 
we a r e  current ly  headed. The map overleaf i l lus t ra tes  the geographic position of 
the worksites now spreading over  a 20-mile distance and making the po sit ion of a 
Working Party Co-ordinator a pract ical  necessity. The notes below a r e  intended to  
give a brief summary  of cu r ren t  positions a s  I see them and a r e  by no means fully 
exhaustive in detail. 

STROUDWATER - EASTINGTON. This s i t e  was commenced in November 1978 
fo'llowing negotiations with the Navigation Propr ie tors  and t o  d ~ t e  a mile of canal 
has been c l ea red  of extensive t r e e  growth and the  towpath a r e a  fully ~ e n e d  fo r  e a s y  
public access .  The Bonds Mill Sluice i s  now back in use  a f t e r  many y e a r s  and much 
excavation, enabling us  t o  shunt water  away f rom the Locks below during rebuilding 
sess ions ,  It  i s  intended that these  will probably commence next Spring with Newtown 
Lock being emptied of mud, gates  and debr is  f rom i ts  7ft depths in  the  next month 
o r  so.  In addition Newtown Bridge i s  slowly being given a welcome overhaul. This 
winter it i s  intended to  a t tack the major  t r e e  growth at Stonehouse, and below Ryeford 
Locks with completion hoped fo r  by next Easter,  which will extend the c l ea red  
section he re  to 3 miles,  Dredging a t  the upper end of the  pound will commence a s  soon 
a s  the Dredger  becomes operational this autumn. 

BOWBRIDGE/HAFi MILL. Working commenced on this s i t e  in 19'73 but regret tably  
the Trust r emains  unable to  consider  the completion of Ham and Griffin Mill Locks 
until the access  problem to  adjoining land has been resolved - s t a l emate  current ly  
remains.  In o r d e r  t o  inc rease  the immediate water  space  h e r e ,  dams  a r e  cu r ren t ly  
in construction a t  the head of these  locks. The rebuilding of Bagpath Bridge i s  
nearing completion a t  long Last and new coping should be  in place  this autumn. The 
re-watering of these  sect ions  totalling 14 miles  will, we hope, enhance the  amenity 
value until p rogress  in Lock rebuilding i s  felt t o  b e  a m o r e  pract ical  proposition. 

PL-ANT SITE/WORKSHOP, The loss  of the -4ston Down s i t e  has been a savage blow 
t o  the T r u s t ' s  mechanical a r m  in the Last yea r ,  much t ime  having to  be given t o  t t ~ e  
removal of many tons of mater ia ls  and equipment. The s e a r c h  fo r  a replacement 
s i t e  in the Stroud wlley,  hopefully with freehold tenure ,  continues,  but p rogress  i s  
gradually being made towards the  long-term acquisition of a new ideally canals ide  
base. Until this has been found and established, plant s e r v i c e  and maintenance. i s  
Likely to be a t  Low ebb. This i s  the cu r ren t  major  stumbling block in physical 
restoration t e rms ,  

COATES. Action s t a r t ed  h e r e  in August 1975 and t o  da te  this i s  the one site that 
the Trust has managed t o  bring any-where near  completion in cu r ren t  t e rms .  Agree- 
ment has been reached in  principle a s  to a continuing maintenance scheme  to  e n s u r e  
that this a r e a  r emains  a waterway 'showpiece'  both f o r  the  Trust  and the National 
scene. 

WILMOREhrAY . This s i t e  i s  our  major acquisition of 1980, although t e r m s  of the 
Lease remain to  b e  negotiated in detail. Work has however commence n e a r  tile 
Spine Road and will eventually s t r e t ch  upstream fo r  approximately 2 miles ,  including 
3 locks. Tree  and s c r u b  c l ea rance  will be  the immediate a i m  he re  next winter. 

CERNEY iclCK. CAearance work commenced he re  in October 1978 and culminated 
in the re-opening of a mile of towpath to  the Spine Road upstream. Attention i s  now 
switching to  the Lock chamber  following the rebuilding of the  two head wing walls,  
and hopefully the p resence  of the Pr ies tman Cub c r a n e  will mean Lock c learance and 
rebuilding in the months t o  come, 
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I t  can be seen  f rom the  foregoing details that the  p rocess  of gradual pract ical  
reclamation of the rou te  has spread over the las t  few y e a r s  t o  approximately 
7 miles  , and negotiations a r e  constantly in p rogress  t o  extend our  a r e a s  of 
pract ical  influence. We e x e r t  a cer ta in  amount of diplomatic control over  
sections outside the  immediate  work s i t e s  and i t  i s  possible that s o m e  initial 
c learance may b e  attempted on a new s i t e  this winter. The extensions to our  
working a r e a s  a r e  of c o u r s e  a s t r a in  on our  act ive  personnel ,  and i t  has been 
refreshing t o  see over  the las t  yea r  o r  s o  a growth, not only in  d i r ec t  membership 
ass is tance,  but in the increasing number of ' outside'  groups w h o  wish t o  come  
along and render  physical assistance. It i s  t r u e  that a locked section has not yet 
been fully rehabili tated and af ter  near ly  8 y e a r s  of effort  th is  i s  certainly long 
overdue,-but much thought i s  current ly  being given in th is  direction and the next 
12 months should show positive r e su l t s  in this direction. It  is worth reflecting 
that only a sma l l  p a r t  of the  overall  project i s  concerned a t  present  with the 
pract ical  on-site aspect ,  and much goes on behind the scenes  in the way of bulging 
correspondence f i les  and telephone bills to  p repa re  the  ground f o r  future  long-term 
progress .  

F * * * * * * * * * *  

Workinq Party Co-ordinator At the  July Trust  Council Meeting i t  was decided t o  
formally es tabl ish  this post  in  o r d e r  t o  t ry  and make the  bes t  u s e  of equipment 
and the steadily growing a r m y  of volunteers. This autumn in  par t icular  we s e e m  
likely to  have the benefit of outside working groups visiting us' a t  one s i t e  o r  
another on most weekends. The job is current ly  only Loosely defined but wi'll no 
doubt e m e r g e  on f i r m e r  l ines a s  t ime  goes by. Communication between the 
various o rgan i se r s  and thei r  demands is an  a r e a  of p r i m a r y  importance and I hope 
that a high level of responsiblity will emerge  in this direction. I have volunteered 
to  pilot the  scheme  and hopefully we shall  see benefits emerging in  the  coming 
months. 

Southern Canals Meeting The la tes t  meeting in mid-June saw us  taking a look a t  
the  Basingstoke p r o g r e s s ,  in conjunction with representa t ives  f rom the Kennet 8r 
Avon, Wey & Arun, Wilts & B e r k  and Huddersfield Canal  organisations.  An 
interesting and informative day was spent with detailed looks a t  Deepcut p rogress ,  
Ash Vale embankment and the T r u s t ' s  Steam Dredger  - s u r e l y  the highlight of the 
visit. The next meeting'is tentatively pencilled in f o r  our  own waterway, when we 
shall  be pleased t o  show o u r  res torat ion associa tes  how o u r  ' l i t t le  35-mile project '  
i s  developing. 

DAVID R.PILLINGER. 
8 C hurc hward Avenue, 
Swindon, Wilts. 
Tel: Swindon 32524 

This adver t  was  spotted in a mater ia ls  reclamat ion publication, 
would you believe - perhaps  the re  was a bit  of a hold-up 
somewhere! WANTED URGENTLY 

Any qua~itity of ladies brassiers bnun be 
dean) E60 plton dafiuered. 
FLICK SUPPLIES LTD.. 
2A Vecqtkroy Street. 
Coventry 
Phone Covetilry 25866 



STROUD. Once again the Trow' i s  due - how t ime passes  when you a r e  enjoying 
yourself! 

Progress has not been a s  swift a s  I had hoped for since my last report ,  but this 
is mainly due to our  limited working par t ies  having to  move al l  our plant and 
equipment f rom the Piggery a t  Aston Down. Although I have been a regular visitor 
t o  the Piggery I was amazed, when we came to move, just how much was involved. 
Eastinqton. W e  a r e  stil l  continuing with the lock clearance and repa i r s  to  the 
Roving Bridge. Also, Bill Benton has been regularly disappearing underground 

. improving the efficiency of the paddle gear  a t  Bonds Mill. 
W e  have lined up fo r  the autumn and winter a fur ther  s t re tch  of t r e e  clearance 

near  to  Stonehouse and t o  aid us we have been kindiy loaned a working flat by 
R British Waterways Board. 

Ham Mills. Here again work has been continuing slowly. The brickwork on 
Bagpath Bridge i s  now complete and i s  just awaiting the coping. One dam i s  finished 
except for rendering and the other halfway there. 

As you will probably notice, the future dates a r e  ra ther  i r regular ,  including 
3 full weekends, but this is  due to visiting parties.  If you a r e  interested in coming 
along to a working par ty  but a r e  not s u r e  of the location and t imes,  do not hesitate 
t o  ring me - I shall  be only too glad to  hear from you. 
Future Working Party Dates : - 

September 6th & 7th September 20th & 21st 
October 12th October 26th 
November 1 s t  & 2nd November 23rd 
December 7th 

All starting a t  10.00. 

JON WILLIS 
82 Chatsworth Avenue, 
Tuff ley , G loucester 
Tel: G Los. 416694 

CERNEY WICK 

Work i s  progressing well on the Lock with all  the brickwork above the top gates 
more  o r  l e ss  complete. Much of the recent work has taken place inside the paddle 
a rches  where re-pointing the underside of the a rch  often proved to  be a messy 
business . 

The Cub c rane  i s  now sitting next to the Lock chamber  awaiting a clam shel l  g rab  
which we have s t i l l  to find. This we must do quickly s ince a wet autumn would make 
dredging very difficult. 

With o r  without the clam shell  the re  is  s t i l l  plenty to do, s o  why not come along? 
Dates a re :  - 

October 4th & 5th November 1 s t  & 2nd 

10.00 to  17.00 approx. 

Special dredging working par t ies  will take place a t  other t imes - details f rom 
myself o r  J i m  Hilton on Poulton 256 

KEN BURGIN. 



THAMES END BRANCH. - SECRETARY ' S REPORT 

Things a r e  progress ing steadily in  the C i rences te r  - Lechlade section of the 
canal ,  and landowner negotiations a r e  current ly  taking place  f o r  the Water Park 
scheme. This scheme  involves a section of canal s o m e  33 miles  long in and near  
the Cotswold Water Park, in the  South Cerney - Cricklade a rea .  It  should stand 
a considerable chance of success ,  providing a useful public amenity both during 
and a f t e r  i t s  completion. The proposal is s t i l l  in  i t s  init ial  s t ages  and negotia- 
tions a r e  current ly  underway with landowners and local Authorit ies e tc . ,  s o  not 
much information i s  yet  available,  but we hope t o  i s sue  maps and comprehensive 
details in the  not too distant future. 

Money i s  always a difficult subject - t h e r e  i s ,  however, a positive improvement 
in fund-raising and s o m e  local companies have been approached for  support. My 
s ince re  thanks to  Bob and Michelle Bulpin for  taking on o u r  local Sales  Stall of 
canal paraphernalia - do  go along and s e e  them a t  the i r  new s i t e  just off the Spine 
Road, next to  the Superloo, n e a r  Wilmoreway Lock. 

In the s a m e  a r e a ,  we shal l  be  holding a Barbeque on 20th September a f t e r  the 
working par ty ,  to  bring members  together,  promote  f r e s h  in teres t  and of course ,  
r a i s e  money, we hope. With your support we intend t o  have a good night of eating 
drinking, music and fun entertainment in the  field alongside the  canal  n e a r  to  
Wilmoreway Lock (by kind pe rmiss ion  of the  owner).  Thoughts occur  to  me a s  to 
the fate d your Committee! 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank the  kind few who have made donations 
to  our  branch funds, which I hasten toadd a r e  in  despe ra te  need of these  monetary 
boosts to morale.  

Finally, the Pr ies tman Cub dragl ine  has now a r r ived  a t  the  Cerney Wick s i t e ,  
and with luck, and a lot of sweat and I expect much swear ing,  muck raking .will 
soon commence a t  th is  site.  

SUE HILTON. 

BARBEQUE 

Good Food, Drink & Live Entertainment 
By the Canal Access  off the  Spine Road, 

South Cerney  
on Sa tu rday  20th September 

f rom 5 pm through dusk and on into the 
night. 

Come and join in the  fun, bring the kids,  
and enjoy yourselves.  

Tickets available in advance a t  &l. 50 
inclusive (Children with s m a l l  appetites 
5 0 ~ )  obtainable f rom s u e  Hilton, 
Nettledown, Church St. , Meysey 
Hampton, Nr. C i rences te r ,  Glos. 

Tel: r>oulton 256 
o r  f rom most  Council o r  Commit tee  

members .  
_1 

THAMES END BRANCH 

Present  the i r  l a s t  'Spotted Cow1 
Social of 1980 a t  the  'Spotted Cow 
Inn' , Marston Meysey, a t  7.45 

p m  on 29th September,  

M r  Peter  Chadwick will be  giving 
a Slide Show on waterways in 
general  in the Dining Room. 
There i s  a Private Bar for  those 
wishing t o  get down to  more 
s e r i o u s  mat ters .  
Bob & Michelle will be  the re to  
take your  money f o r  those T & S 
bi ts  and pieces  you a r e  all  dying 
to  own. Non-members very 
welcome - in,  but not out! 



LUXURY 1% & 20 SEATERS 
Id,4S,Sa SEATERS ALSO AVAILABLE 

MINI-COACHES FOR TOURS 
U l T N  QUALIFIED GUDDtS 

BUSINESS, PNVATE 
AND 

CONTRACT HIRE 

The above advertisement has been placed by one of our  London members .  We 
a r e  most grateful fo r  the  support of members  in this way, which brings in  much- 
needed revenue f o r  our  funds, and we invite r eaders  t o  patronise  our  adver t i se r s  
whenever possible - please b e  s u r e  to  mention 'The Trow' when replying to  any 
advert. 
Details of our  advertising r a t e s  a r e  given a t  the  foot of Page 3 of this issue. 

I 

q 

R& I Tours Limited 138A Piccadilly, London W I V 9FH Telcphonc Ol-491 3272 Telex 24609 Director: Ian Haddon 
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THE ONE HUNDRED CLUB As you should be  aware ,  the Trust  has ,  during the las t  
yea r ,  run a 100 Club organised by Treasure r  Michael Reynolds, with quar ter ly  
draws which have been announced in ' The Trow ' . After careful  consideration. 
i t  has bee11 decided that fo r  a t r i a l  next yea r  the entrance subscription to  the 
Club will be reduced to  C l  p e r  unit, and the re  will be  only one draw to  take place 
a t  the Annual General  Meeting. 
For those not conversant  witli these  Clubs, thei r  operation i s  a s  follows:- The 
total sum of the contributions i s  determined and a fixed percentage (40%) i s  
allocated to  the P r i ze  Fund. This i s  then split  into, in our  c a s e ,  ten p r i zes  which 
a r e  drawn by lot and distributed to  the winners. The remaining funds a r e  then 
utilised fo r  Canal Restoration. Obviously the success  o r  fa i lure  of the exe rc i se  
i s  dependent. a s  a r e  the p r i z e s ,  011 membership participation. 
Individual Members  may take up a s  many &l units a s  they wish a t  any t ime  up to 
1 month before  the date  of the  draw,  the f i r s t  of which will b e  a t  the 198 1 A.G. $1. 

Michael may be contacted if you wish to discuss  your participation and the  C l u b ' s  b 

functions in detail. We would a s k  a l l  members  t o  par t ic ipate  in this draw - the 
list fo r  1980/81 i s  now open - by forwarding the i r  remit tances  to  MichaeL Reynolds 
Treasure r ,  a t  15 Rodborougi~ Avenue, Stroud, Glos ( ~ t r o u d  79720) . and he will 
niaintairl t l ~ e  Register of 100 C l& Members. 

Book Review 
IIOtfING HOLIDAY BY C-&I AL IN 1873 by A .Farrant ,  published by Oakwood Press .  
Price &l. 35 o r  C l .  75 including postage and packing f rom the Trust  Sales Section. 
3 l pps. 24 pllotographs, 2 maps. 
This excellent little paperback i s  the t ranscr ipt  of a 20-day contemporary log of a 
canoeing adventure by 4 voyagers in l873 travelling via the  River Thames, Oxford 
Canal,  Warwick and Napton Canal,  River Avon, River Severn,  I-Iereford &; G louc- 
e s t e r  Canal: liiver hiye, Bristol Avon and Kennet 8: Avon Canal. The description 
of the IIerel'ord tic Gloucester Canal i s  of par t icular  in teres t  a s  a r e  the conternp- 
o ra ry  views which the edi tor ,  Dr  Edwin Course ,  has obtained to  complement his 
more  modern photographs. The journey, seen  through the  eyes  of an articulate 
observer ,  gives an interesting insight into both a lost  way of Life and a waterways 
scene which no-one a l ive  today call have experienced. The -art of book one can 
constantly re-read and enjoy. 
THE HISTORY OF GLOUCESTER L>OCI<S & 1'1's ASSOCIATED CANALS Sc RAILWAYS by 
PIichael Simpson, published by Vest London Industrial  Archaeological Society. 
lJrice 75p. 24 pages.  4 photographs. 1 map. 
This hook, wl~icl-I v:as re leased t o  coincide with the r ecen t  Port of Gloucesler 400 
Celebrations,  s h o ~ c s  s igns  of having been rushed t o  meet this rleadline. The 
sections which deal  ~trith the Uoclcs. Lqether with the accompanying map, a r e  
excellent and fil l  an urgent reference need giving concise.  readable  details of 
thei r  development. \\;here the  booklet disappoints i s  in i t s  secondary ti t le,  when 
the au thor ' s  obvious lack of both local lmowledge and local r e l e rence  sources  
caused 11i.s undoing; fo r  instance ( ~ 1 9 )  Brimscombe i s  on the  Thames & Severn 
Canal.  not the Stroudwaler. The au thor ' s  d i scourse  on Trows indicates his lack 
of understanding of these  c ra f t  and he a l so  attempts t o  denigrate  the Severn use  
of the t i t le of Long Boat f o r  the  craf t  that the reviewer  always knew a s  Plonkey 
Boats - a f a r  more  apt description. 



WORKING PARTY CO-ORDINATOR 

The Trust Council has appointed David Pillinger a s  Working Party Co-ordinator in 
o rder  that more efficient use  may be made of bcth voluntary and visiting labour. 
David will be kept informed by the local working par ty  organisers  of their proposed 
programmes and will be able to assess  the most productive placement of b-0th 
equipment and labour. Any new volunteers o r  visiting working party Leaders 
should, in the f i r s t  place, contact him either by writing t o  6 Churchward Avenue, 
Swindon, Wilts., o r  by telephone (evenings) on Swindon (0793) 32524. The 
Trust urgently requires  extra  labour and assistance, s o  why not take this oppor- 
tunity to  contact David and offer your help, either on a regular  o r  one day basis.  

TRUST NAME COMPETITION 

Frequent comment has been made of our tong& twisting tit le 'The Stroudwater, 
Thames & Severn Canal Trust Limited', and various suggestions have been made 
for a shorter  and more  apt title. A competition will be held, closing date  31st 
October 1980, open t o  a l l  members ,  for a new streamlined tit le,  and a suitable 
pr ize  will be presented t o  the member with the best  suggestion. Please send 
suggestions t o  The Secretary at 1 Riveredge, Framilode, Glos., marking the 
envelope 'Competition No 1 ' . The result  will be  published in the next 'Trow ' . 

:proposal Form for  Election to Council - s e e  Notice of A.G .?l. 
 his forin can be  cut f rom the page without spoiling the r e s t  of the magazine) . 
+ ST170UDWATER, THAMES & SEVERN CANAL TRUST LTD 

. PROPOSAL FOR ELECTION TO COUNCIL . 
: I ,  ........................ being a Member of the Stroudwater, Thames & 
: Severn Canal Trust Ltd. , wish to  propose.. ............................. 

to stand for election to the Council at the Annual General Meeting to  be held 
: on Saturday 27th'September 1980. . . ........................ Signed . 
: I ,  ....................... .being a Member of the Stroudwater, Thames & 
: Severn Canal Trust Ltd., am willing to  stand for election to  the Council a t  
: .the Annual General Meeting t o  be held on Saturday 27th September 1980. . ........................ . Signed . . . . . . . . 

Q) h 

*Q) rc: 

v 



Sales Section_ 
Readers will s e e  C h r i s  Bradshaw ' S advert  on our  back c w e r  for  h is  magnificent 

half-models , which a r e  proving ve ry  popular and which we thoroughly recommend, 
par t icular ly  a s  a birthday o r  Chr i s tmas  present.  O r d e r s  may be  sen t  d i rect  to  
him, but he has kindly sa id  that the  models can a l so  b e  o rde red  through the Trust,  
in which c a s e  we shal l  benefit f rom the  commission payable. Please  therefore  send 
your o r d e r s  to the Sales  Section a s  soon a s  possible,  especia l ly  if they a r e  required 
before  Chr i s tmas ,  a s  the models a r e  individually made and t h e r e  must  consequently 
be  some  t ime  allowed for  delivery. At the t ime  of writing we have two Severn Trows 
in stock, but these  may of c o u r s e  have been sold by the  t i m e  the magazine i s  printed. 

On Wednesday September  24th, in conjunction with the  vis i t  t o  Stroud of a Trade 
and Cultural Exhibition f rom Germany,  the Stroud/Duderstadt Society i s  arranging 
a Railway and Transpor t  Display evening in the Subscription Rooms, Stroud, f rom 
approximately 5 pm to  10 pm, The Trust  has been invited t o  take a Sales  Stall ,  and 
we hope members  and friends will pay a visit  t o  the display and a t  the  s a m e  t ime 
spend some  money a t  the stall!  There will b e  model ra i lways,  s ta t ic  exhibits and 
a l l  sor ts 'of  interesting things. connected with t ranspor t  - we a r e  hoping t o  persuade 
our  member  John Bond t o  bring one of his magnificent s t e a m  locomotives to  show, 
and even our  Sec re ta ry  might find t ime to bring s o m e  interesting 0-Gauge stuff, 
W e  a r e  told that entrance will  be  not more  than 25p, and l e s s  fo r  children, s o  do 
t r y  and come  along. 

Thanks again to our  r egu la r  suppl iers  of s t amps ,  matchbox labels,  old waterways 
magazines and a l l  s o r t s  of o ther  things - keep turning out your  a t t ics  - we can s t i l l  
s e l l  practicatly anything! 

RON NOTT. 

Mope to  have seen  you a t  Stonehouse Vintage Steam Rally on 6th & 7th September 
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Sales Section 
Items available from Mr.R,O.Nott, 
Lynfield, Frome Parlr Road, Stroud, 
Glos. GL9 3LF. (Tel: Strord 3014). 
Pleaae add postage at 30p per order 
for any value umkr t7.50. or&= 
over tC7.50 post free. ~heqws/PO' s 
payable to *Stroudwater Thames & 

Severn Cand Trust L+dn 

TIImT TEA TWJEIS ....... Printed in blue or green on white ba@zround S1.25 
SHIP'S COOg & BOTTLE WASHER APRONS ................ White, navy or blue-grey bkclground. SZ.75 
PACK OF 8 STROUDWATER/T~ & SEVERN NOTELETS ............ Including envelopes, 4 differant scenes E0.40 
PACK OF 6 SOUTU C W E Y  LOCK NOTELETS 
Im~luding envelopes ................................ E0.30 
PLAlJ & SECTION MAP OF THE STROUDWATEW, THAEPES & ...................................... SEYERN CANAL5 E0.80 
THAMES & SEVERN C A U  'IWON PENDANPS in Blue or ............................. Gwen on Loather Thong £43.60 
TRUST ENGINEERING FEASIBILITY REPOREPORT 
Now reduced to ..................................... S2.50 
POCKET GUIDE M THE TRUm .......... 501, (plus 19, postage) 
SET OF 4 TRUST COIDURED POSTCARDS (Tunnel House, ..... Deneway Im, Kings Reach, Chalford R o ~ o u s e )  e0.28 
BUCK & WHITE DRAWING OF TUNNEL HOUSE 
Suitable for framing - approx.8" X 6" .............. E0.25 
TRUST BADGES.........................,........... m.15 
TRUST CAR STICKERS ................................. fD.20 
eWrr. OF CANAL TUNNJCLS by John Gagg ................. E0.50 
BACK ISSUES Dk THE TWOW (Currently available: 
Nos.1, 9, 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, 12, and Nos.14 to 30 .... e0.10 
THE SToRY OF OUR CANALS (Ladybird Book) ............ m,.& 
TRUST T-SHIRTS About 15 only shop-soiled 
rmainieg. All white with Trust Elotif in black ................ Sieas available - Adult Hedim only t1.25 

Childa %a" 8na Btt only .......... E0.90 
HAND-MADE WOODEN' NBUGHTS AND CBOSSES GAME 

ChFi8t~1t3.9 Present ............................ m.85 



Hand Carved Half Models in Black Walnut over White 
Sycamore. Unique wooden sails mounted on brown 
hessian in attractive Cold frame. 15 inch square, any name 
on French polished hull. Series include Severn Trw, 
Thames Sa'iling Barges, Mersey Flats, BrixhamTrawler, 
WelshTopsail Schooner & others. 
Price f 12.75 plus El.50 p. &p.on receipt of plaque or 
return i f  not delighted within10 days. 
Bradshaw Handcrafts, 4 Parkside Cresc. Endon, Stoke - on 
-Trent. Te1 ( 0782 ) 502430 

Please order earlv for Christmas. 


