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Well, appsrently we have secured the route through Wallbridge in Stroud and
the cansl will prss under n separately-routed Emst-West Bypass by means ef
a new bridge. Welcome ms this may be, we can forsee thet the authorities
may yet seek to make savings by restricting the channel width and/or height
under this bridge, thereby severely Limiting the utility of the full
restoration.

Over a number of yesrs your Editor hes, on and off, tried to motivate the
Trugt to decide policy on gauge dimensions and on alignments of new sections
of route. The arguments mest often used to counter such suggestions heve
been that such policiles could not be settled until restoration began and
that, in mny case, we lacked the datms and eypertise to mmke the decisjons.

It cen also clearly be margued that there have been more pressing needs on
our time up to now, but with recent stmtements that restoration is about

to begin in earnest, surely it is time the policies were decided. The Edit-
orial view is that the criginal dimensions of the cmnals should be mwxin-
tained st virtually any cost (although such features ms Sapperton Tunnel
and Smerrill Aqueduct impose Bevere restraints) mné that the probable
nlignmente of diversions from the original routes should be fixed in order
that they too can be safeguarded mgminet future development.

LEXXII XL ]

The second part of the June editorial certainly set s few people alight! In
addition to two telephone calls from one of the very gentlemen to whom it
was addressed {how did he recognise himself?}, we received a number of
letters, telephone calle and comments from members, sll but one of whom
supported the line taken by 'The Trow'.

Our lone critic apparently feels thers is no problem, but nevertheless he
supports the dissenters. He sleo takes the view theat by printing the item,
we have periously weakened the credibility of the Trust with the muthorities
and with the public mt large. In this he is mistaken.

He is overlooking the fundamentsl fmot that the chief dissenter had already
corresponded with the suthorities and with individuals about an officer of
the Trust snd about Trust business. Whether or not he intended it should,
there ie a strong danger that some of this correspondence could be construed
a8 reflecting Trust policy, which 1t does not. That is not to say that n
member of the Truet is not =t liberty to disagree with mn officer or with
poelicy, but there are right and wrong ways of erpressing oppoeing views and
of seeking to influence Trust decislon-mmking.

So there is a problem and it mppesrs to be yet a continuing one and this is
unfortunate. However, we can report that the Trust Council has taken positive
and effective steps to limit the posmible damage that cmn be done.

Barry Balderstone.



SECRETAREY'S REFCRT

Not the ususl detniled com-entrry this time but more of mn end of yenr review.

The Annual Senersl Meeting and Walk Awsrds Presentation will be taking plece
on the 25th September 1982 st & new venue, The 0ld Libreary Meeting Room,
Lansdown, Stroud. The Presentstion commences st 3.30 p.m., when we hope to
see nll those who made thet little extre on behmlf of the Trust receive
their Prizes. The Tressurer mnd I, having mershalledé at Fuck Mill and enjoy-
ed our chets with walkers of rll mges, hope to renew some mcqusintances.

The Annu-1 Genersl Meeting commences at 4 o'clock. There is no limit on
numbers and we promise = welcome to all members. Let's have standing room
only!

AEERELERES

This has been r difficult year for the Trust but, =gerinst All the odds, n
very great cdenl hes been achieved mnd this is our rewsrd. We are now in a
stronger position that ever before.

The smount of work carried out by our volunteers and visitors over the last
twelve monthe has been extraordinary when you consider that the new plant
compound mnd workshop have been erected and comnissioned, the Jdredger has
éredged, the Ryeford pedestirian bridge has pessed vessels agsin, and the
tip site 18 now being prepered. The political scene has been enlivened by

a major somersault by Stroué District Council with regard to the future of
the canals in its mrem. With the customsry support from Cotswoldé District
Council and incressing interest from the (otswold Weter Park Joint Commitiee,
there hos thus been ertensive co-operstion =t both ends of the Cansls. We
hmve ourselves, in the main, been operating »s = tesm although there have
been minor hiccups to overcome.

We are currently organising the BBC Television Appenl under the directorship
of Roh White and sterring Anthony Burton, to be shown nstionslly on BBC 1 at
€.35 on Sundmy 17th October., This is believed to be the first time such an
appenl has been mrde on behslf of a Csnel Trust. Qur separate major nrtionel
funé-ralsing appeml which, it is hoped, will genereste Three Querters of a
Million Founds over the next decade is rapidly spproaching its leaunch with
the new temm under Ted Phillips.

The prespecis for the future look increasingly promising. Let us hope that
by neyt year there will be even more progress to report.
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without expressing wy thsnks to all those who have borne with
current ill-henlth,

HELP WANTED

COUNTING NMONEY - THE BBC APFEAL Sunday 17th October will be a big dny

in the history of the Trust -~ BBC
Television will éevote ite neationel evening "Good Cause™ mppeal to raising
funds for our restormtion project.

This means thet on the following Tuesday, 19th October, the Trust will have




its own mail-beag, anything from 500 to 1000 letters, esch of which has to
be opened, the name snd address of the donor and the smount registered and
n receipt dispatched. There is likely to be » fairly voluminous post the
next day, Wednesday 20th October, after which the numbers of letters will
rapidly diminish.

In order to cope with this we ghsll need about six volunteers on the Tues-
day mnd Wednesday and one or two after that. As the post ls being sent to
our registered office at 1, Riveredge, Framilode, srrangemenis are being
made to use a Emsll church hall nemrby from mbout 10.00 a.m. on the Tues-
day snd Wednesday.

The Cmnsl. frust hes an oblignation to the BEC and the denors to deal with
this post promptly »nd efficiently. Flesse help us in handling the post-
bag.

If you can spaTe the time, let either David Roskes (Tel. Gloucester 740525}
or Ped Phillips ~ the fundraiser - (Tel, Gloucester 740621} know, snd they

will send you directions how to reach the Church Hell and cen srrange for
one or two people to be collected and returned by voluntary transport.

This BBC Appesl is likely to result in anything from 500 to 2000 letters
and from £5000 to £20000 in donations - something worth helping with!

E. Hereward Phillips.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given of the Seventh Annunl Generml Meeting of the
Stroudwater Themes & Severn Cansl Trust Limited to be held in the Cld
Library Meeting Room, Lmnsdown, Stroud, Gloucestershire (sdjmcent to the
County Library) st 4.00 p.m. on Seturday 25th September 1982.

The business to be trsnsacted st the Meeting shesll be ms follows:
1. To receive the Minutes of the Sixth Annusl General Meeting.
2., To receive the Report of the Council.

3+ To recelve the Accounts and Auditors' Report.

4. To fix the remunermtion of the Auditors.

5. To vote on the proposal:- "That the Hembership Fees be wvaried in the
following particulmrs, viz-

Adult Membership Fee raised from £2-00 minimum to £4-00 minimum;
Family Membership Fee railged from £3~00 minimm to £5~00 ainimum;
Pensioner NMembership Pee reised from £1-00 minimum to £2-00 minimum;
Youth Membership Fee raised from £i1-00 minimum to £2-00 minimum:
Affilistion Membership Fee raised from £3-50 minimum to £6-00 minimum;

Life Membership Fee raised from £50-00 minimum to £100-00 minimum, the
nctual sum to be individumlly determined by the Trust Council st the
time of mpplication. A minimum age 1limit of 18 yemrs applies, no upper
age limit.

Note: Adult Membership, Frmily Membership - over 18 years;
Pensioner Membership - over 60 years;
Youth Membership - under 18 years nt date of application:
Affilimtion Membership - Clubs, Youth Organismtions, Women's
Ingtitutions, Canal Trusts, ete,



6. To elect Members of Council.
7. Any Other Business.

DAVID H. BOAKES, CEng., MIMechE.
Secretary to the Trust.

NOTES

1. In accordance with Paragraph 42 of the Trust’'s Articles of Association,
the following Members retire in rotation:
John Barlow Alen Jones Jon W1llis
The sbove hsve indicated that they wish to offer themselves for re-
election. Additionslly, Mrs. Sue Hilton, whilst eligible for re-election,
hes indicated theat due te business commitments she does not wish her
name to te put forward.

2. Notice of intending propossls for membership of the Trust Council shall
be forwarded to the Secretsry in writing not less than 14 days before
the déate af the Meeting, together with the mgreement in writing of the
person proposed. Applicatiocn Forms mpre obisinable from the Secretsry
from the Trust's Registered Office st 1, Riveredge, Frsmilode, Glouc=
estershire GL2 7LH. A steamped mddressed envelope would be appreciated.

3. Yoting rights - all classes of Membership, ercept Junior Membership,
confer one vote. Junior Members have no voting rights since such mem-
bers cannat be held limble under the Trust's gusrantee.

4. Any member entitled to be present and to vote at the Meeting may =spp-
oint a prory, who must be n voting member of the Trust., The instrument
appointing a proxy shall be in writing snd shall be deposited at the
Trust's Registered Office, 1, Riveredge, Pramilode, Gloucestershire,
not less than 48 hours before the time ¢of the Meeting.

5. Proxy forms may be obtained from the Secretary on receipt of a stamped
addreased envelope.

STROUDWATER "THAMES & SEVERN CANAL TRUST LIMITED.

Council Members' Report for the yesr ended 31lst Maren 1982,

The Council submit their Seventh Annusl Report to the Members of the
Stroudwater Thames & Severn Cansl Trust Limited. The following have served
a8 members of the Trust Councl] during the past financisl year:

John Barlow Sue Hilton Dmvid Pillinger

David Boakes Alen Jones Michmel Reynolds

Kenneth Burgin Dmvid Lewis Richard Veevers
Jon Willis

The Registered Office of the Trust remains mt 1, Riveredge, Frrmilode,
Gloucestershire. The principsl sctiviiy of the Trust has continued to be
the restoration of both the Stroudwater Wavigntion and the Themes & Severn
Canal. There have been no contrects in which mny Council Member had a per-
sonal interest, neither has the Trust had any employees during the period
under review. There are no cherges outstanding over assets of the Trust
such as would require registration under the Compenles Acts, The year has
been one of guiet but steady progress wlthin our financiasl constraints as
far as physical restoration hemg been concerned.

The mein emphasis heas cantinued to be in the Stroudwater area, with ite
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concentration of plant and facilities, including the new plant depot at
Esstington, and the continuing financisl nasistance from the Company of
Proprietors of the Stroudwater Navigation, but incressing effort is produc-
ing useful results on the Emstern kEnd of the Thames & Severn Canal in the
Cotewold Water Park. Minor works have continued st Daneway, mnd it is to be
hoped that thie Portal may soon complement our previous work st Coates.

With regard to the political scene your Trust Officers, together with many
frienés both inside and outside the Wrterwaya Movement, have fought = long
ané hard battle to preserve the route of the Cenal through Stroud. The
success of this ceampaign will have a long-term effect on the whole Trestora-
tion project. The separate negotintions with County =nd District Councils
and Landowners to secure the route for restoration have continued,

Poesibly for the last time, the Annual Sponzored Walk has been the Trust's
main source of incowe, closely followed by the proceeds of our Seles Stands,

and the utilization of these funds has once more produced results out of all
proportion to their size.

The Trust Council has authorised » long-term Nationml Fundrsising Cempaign
and alresdy much of the groundwork for thias has been carried out.

During the year under congideration, the Trust Council granted the following
Honorariums in recognition of the extrmordinary volumes of work they had
carried out on behslf of the Trust: Dmvid H., Boakes £250; Joa Willis ET1.

Finally, your Council wish to express their appreclation for the assistance
and sBupport received from you, the Membership, over the past year.

MICHAEL R. REYROLDS . DAVID H. BOAKES
TREASURER SECRETARY TO THE TRUST

1982 STROUD & DANEWAY SPONSCRED WALK

The Awards »re to be presented to Prize Winners on Saturdsy 25th September
1962 at 3,30 p.m, ot Stroud 0l1d Library Meeting Room, nert door to the
County Library in Lensdown (immedietely prior to the A.G.M.).

The Winnera nare:
Senior (Youth) CGroup, The Waller Trophy - let Kempsford Guides . £126~15
Junior Group, The Elliott Trophy - Eastcombe Cubs .. .- ve . E104-22

Adult, The Whitbremd Trophy - I. Roes of Kempsford Guides (!) . £ 70=91
Under 16 - Yvonne Warman of Ebley {winner for 1981 mnd 1980) . . E 37=00
Under 12 - Cherlotte Woodward of Cheltenham .. ve . . . £ 10-50
Family « No Entry
Specinl Category Award of the Boat Enquiries Trophy -

National Childbirth Trust, Glos. Branch .. . . " . £121-24
Dog, The Wooffer Trophy - Jason Jephcote (nee Hollsnds) . . e . £114-00

Thig wes not our best walk ever, wlth only £959-00 received so far. The
possible reasons sre discussed under Fund Reaieing but is snyone has got a
guilty conscience we are holding nnother October Walk this yesr, this time
baged on Crickimde. Detsils are included with this issue, sc please come -
it is great fun and a chance to view progress esat of the tunnel: and we
do need that income.

We do thank our walkers most eincerely and congratulate the Winners, eap-
ecially those who keep coming back! But how mbout some new winners.....



FUND RAISING by Wwant.

WALK TOTAL DOWN? And how have we done this quarter? Well, not too badly
vse. but then sgain, not too well.

There is only £959-00 in from the May Sponsored Walk at the time of going

to press, which could be descrived ae disappointing. However, it doesn appear
that there was a bit of m goof wilth the sponsor forms, sas the corner cut-off
had part of the Tressurer's addrems on the reverse and this may be m Source
of difficulty %o non-members when sending in their monies, especielly if
they have lost the rest of the booklet. It would slso appear that the prod-
uction of the booklets 3 weeks later than in 1981 has cramped the style of
gsome of our regulmr supporters. But the mein factor must undoubtedly be the
dremded recession, which has only now begun to take effect in @msny inatences.
We must hope that, ms is usually the case, mare will trickle or better etill
pour in.

Advertising in the Walk Booklet netted mbout £60-00. The Editor telle me we
should get =an increasing income from sdvertising in the Trow from now on =
55k the Advertising Manager for detmils, all you TYCOONS - me well as from
Tetnll sales outside the membership.

We have received s domstion of £100-00 from the Worshipful Company of Car
¥en "in recognition of the Trust’s noble endemvour to restore our Country's
ancient waterways" - Thank You, gentlemen.

And the total for the quarter? Just into four figures at £1119-00, which
could be described as poor (not the word the Tressurer sctuslly used) for
what iE ususlly our best time for securing that much-needed commodity FUNDS.
Since this column was reinstated in the December 19BL issue, the figures for
funds raised in each quarter {excluding income from the Ssles Section) have

Tryclops Litd. Present

INLAND WATERWAYS
ON FILM 1911 to 1945

A Programme of Rere Archive Filwe on Crnals including
ICE-BREAKERS ON THE GRAND JUNCTION {1911)
THE BASINGSTCKE CANAL {1913} BARGE THROUGH LONDON {1924}

PRINCE REGENT CANAL (1924) KENNET & AVON CANAL
SCENES FROM 'PAINTED BOATS' (1945) CANAL PRESERVATION

Introduced by Film Historian John Huntley
AT

The Cotswold Playhouse, Parliament Street,
STROUD

Oon
Wednesday 20th October 1982 at 7.30 p.m.

A1l eests bookable in sdvance £1-60 from Starline Travel London Road
Stroué or by post from Tryclops Ltd 115 New Barn Lsne Cheltenham
- on asle from 20th Sepltember. Tickets on door {if mvailable) £1-80.

A STAND WILL BE MANNED BY STROUDWATER THAMES & SEVERN CANAL TRUST LTD.




been:- Oct to Dec '8l - £1045; Jan to Mar '82 - £761; Apr to Jun '82 - £145;
Jul to Sep 'B2 - £1119. This is m grand total of just £3070 for the yesr:
the mein sponsored walk in 1981 rmised nearly £2900.

APFEALING DEVELOPMENTS So it ie quite clear that we need s Ted Phillips

and his marrival on the scene comes not a moment
too soon. (Could we please not have s0 many of these gliches? - Ed) / Yes =
if we can have fewer of these INTERRUPTIORS ~ Writer_/.

Some idea of the very high standard of the sppeal publicity materisl can be
gained from the illustration on the remr cover., I have meen and read the
full sst, And can sssure members that no concelvable weay for donors to skip
painlessly through the mechanice of giving us their support in a» form which
really counts mnd can be counted hms been overlooked. Nerxt steps are the two
receptions outlined in the June iBsue.

Ted and our Secretsary, David Boakes, spent two very long days, the l4th and
15%th of August, ncting ss guides to Anthony Burton (of 'Past Afloat' feme)
and s S-man BEC London TV crew under Director Robert White during s very
thorough appreisal of most of ocur route beiween Cerney Wick and Saul Junc-
tion. Sadly, there was not enough time to include shots at Lechlade ms had
been hoped, but particular attention was paid to our progress mt Cerney Wick
Lock, Sepperton Tunnel, the section above Wellbridge Upper Lock in Stroud
mud the site of dredging opermtions at Ryeford. In mddition, a visit mes
mnde to the only working length of our cenals between Walk Bridge and the
Gloucester & Sharpness Canml st Ssul Junction: the narrow bost 'Narrow
Escape' of Albert Beinbridge will probably feature prominently in the shots
tmken here. Watch out teo for other well-known faces in some of the other
Hequences.

Incidently, Albert is » long-time member of Ssul Junction Boat Owners' Club
anc¢ a fanilisr visitor at '"The Mooripgs'. He does not seem to be a member
of the Trust, however, snd I have prepared a personalised Membership Appli-
cation Form for presentation nert time I meet him.......

FREFRERER N

Members are msked to note thet Michael Handford is no longer serving on the
Fund Reising Sub-Commlttee. All relevant communicetions should be addressed
to the Pundrmising Orgmrniser or the Secretwry to the Trust - addresses in
the Centre Pull-Out.

SALES SECTION

The Trust's firei essay into publishing, Trevor Robert'e ™A Cansl Walk
Through Stroud™, 1s proving encoursgingly popular and will undoubtedly repay
the frightening costs of production az well ma justifying the risk salwmys
present with such ventures. Indeed, Trow readers are recommended to get
their orders in smartly if they want to be Bure of & copy.

Elsewhers in this issue, mention is mesde of the disappointing result from
this yearts sponsored walk, Fortunately, ageinest this c¢an be offset the more
then mstisfactory results of our =ales effort this sesson - we have meade.
several hundred pounds slresdy with a number of promising venues still to
attend, snd it looke e though we will end the year with a better balance
than for some time past.

We atill need more donations of items to sall - what about all those old
cnnal (and rrilway) magazines you have slways been going to throw out?
Bring them nalong to a venue if you cannot get to Stroud - or we can collect.

R.0. Noit (Sales Manager).



DIARY DATES

WORKING PARTIES st ThAames End are now every Wednesday evenlng while the
light lasts, also weekdays by arrangement nand weekendsa ms shown. On the
Stroudwater, every Thursdesy evening and Sundays ss shown.

September 4 I¥A Gloucester Branch Barbeque at Tewkesbury Marina
Yacht Club, Bredon Road, Tewkesbury, 7 p.m. {Grahsam
Ettles, Carlten House, 117, Leckhampten Roed,
Cheltenham. Tel. Cheltenham $12802)

4+~ 5 Awsy Working Perty - Bssingstoke Cansal
11-12 Themes End Working Party - Cerney Wick
11-12 Visiting Working Perty from london WRG

12 Stroudwater Working Party
25 Annual Genersl Mesting, $ld Librsry Meeting Room,
Lanséown, Stroud, 4.00 p.m.
26 Stroudwater Working FPerty
October 2- 3 Thames End Working Party - Cerney Wick
10 Stroudwater Working Party
10 Thames End Sponsored Walk from Cricklade Leisure Centre

9.30 a.m, to 1.00 p.m. ~ Petails with this issue

19 & 20 Peoat Room for T.V. Appesl st Fremilode - volunteers
required, deteils from Ted Phillips

20 Cana]l Archive Filws with John Huntley st Cotswold
Playhouse, Parliament Street, Stroud. Details from
Tryclops Ltd,, 115, New 8arn Rd., Cheltenhsm, Glos

23-24 Thames End Working Psrty - Cerney Wick
24 Stroudwater Working Party

November T Stroudwater Working Party
13-14 Theames End Working Party - Cerney Wick
21 Stroudwater Working Psriy

December 4- % Themes End Working Pearty - Cerney Wick
5 Stroudwater Working Party

Themes End Evening Meetings are held st the Crown Inn, Cerney Wick, on
the second Tuesday of the month, Summer mnd Winter, at 8.00 p.m.

Additionnl dates will be worked as necessmry = details on request, see
below.

VENUES, TIMES & CONTACTS

Stroudwster Working Parties meet nt Esmstington Plant Depot (0.S. Map Ref]
50 786061) on Sundays st 9.45 a.m, - s Trust Officer will be in mttend-
ance until 10.00 a.m. and #irections to the day's work site will be
posted on the compound gerte - and on Thursday evenings at 7.00 p.m.

Thames End Working Parties - phone Ken Burgin for information... before
he leaves home for the work site on the day!

Danewny Work Site is between Daneway Inn {0.S. Ref 50 939034) and the
Western Tunnel Portml.

continued overleaf




Accomodation with catering is aveailahle for those wishing to etey over-
night {groups and individumle), but mdeguate notice 15 essentiml, plemse.

For fuller informmtion on working partles or to confirm, please contmct:
Stroudwater - Jon Willis; Thames End - Ken Burgin; Plant & Equipment -
Alan Jones; Work Camps, Away Visits & Denewsay - Dmvid Pillinger.

Sales Section

THE THAMES & SEVERN CANAL (in photographs) by David Viner .. . £E2=30
A CANAL WALK THROUGH STROUD by Trevor Roberts (publ. by Trust) . £1-25

BOOK OF CANAL TUNKELS by John Gagg . ‘e e ‘e .o - . £0=50
OBSERVER'S BCOK OF CANALS by John Gagg .. s ' e . . . £1-95
SEVERN ENTERPRISE - story of the Beachley to Aust ferries .. . E2-T5
CANAL BOAT COOKERY by Iris Bryce .. ' e . .e " - . £0-B0
IMRAY 'S WATERWAYS MAP OF ENGLAND .. .o . e «a . s . £1-25%
BARTHOLOMEW 'S MAP INNS OF THE CCTSWOLDS . e . . .. . £EG=40
TRUST ENGINEERING FEASIBILITY REFORT - . e .r .s - . E2=50
TRUST HANDBOOK & GENERAL GUIDE (reprinted) .. ‘e e ‘e . E0=-60
BLACK & WHITE DRAWING OF TUNNEL HOUSE suitable for framing,

approx B r &" . ‘e o ve ‘e ‘e . .e . £0-25
TRUST SET OF 4 COLOUR POSTCARDS (Tunnel) House, Danewsy Inn,

King's Reach and Chalford Roundhouse} .. - .. . . £0-28
PACK OF 8 STROUDWATER/THAMES & SEVERN NOTELETS {4 different

scenes, with envelopes) .. e ‘e .. . . E0~40
PACK OF b SQUTH CERNEY LOCK NOTELETS (with envelopes) . . . £0-30
TRUST BADGES .. . ,u .e ‘e . . . .e .. . £0-15
TRUST CAR STICKERS .. . .s . ‘e . e .e .o . £0=20
TRUST BALLPOINT PENS ae . . . e . « EQ-15
TRUST SWEAT-SHIRTS deep yellow, incorporating Truat logo - 8

few only in Medium, Large or Exira Large sizes v . E6=50
TRUST COMMEMORATIVE BRASS CELEBRATING RESTORATION OF COATES

PORTAL - limited issue of 200 ~ now only 2% left .. .. . £5-00

PACK OF & THUST CHRISTMAS CARCS - one design per pack, snow
scene or floral theme {with envelopes, please stete choice}. £0-59
PACK OF 4 SHEETS OF GOOD QUALITY CHRISTMAS GIFT WRAP .. v . £0=55

BACK NUMBERS OF 'THE TROW':
Nos 1, 3, 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14 to 34 . va .. . . £0-10
Nos 35 to dmte . ve . . .. ‘e . E0=20
Ko 2 - photocopies to order only, so some delay likely . . EO=50

¥ORE DIARY DATES

October 6th Illustrated Tmlk on Canmle at Tewkesbury Merina Yacht
Club, Bredon Romd, Tewkesbury, B8.00 p.m.*

28th Talk "Cenale Are My Home" by Iris Bryce at Cheltenham
Centrsl Library, Clerence Street, evening.

November 27th Navvies-style Supper Evening - entertsinment and bar
with hot food, time and venue to be announced.*®

* are Inland Waterwnys Association Glos. Branch fixtures. Details on all
three from Grahem Ettles -~ sddress in Disry Dates proper on prev. page.
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WORKING PARTY CO-QRDINATOR'S REPORT

DANEWAY Although work here does not cmrry the highest priority at the

) present time, there has been considerable further progress. The
site is more-or-lees eelf-contained, making it ideal for work camps. The one
in June produced useful results in spite of unhelpful waether with about
healf the work required to reinstate the offside bank walling, sbout 17 yarda
in all, completed. This involved removsl of the damaged work complete, with
most of the concrete %to the new retaining wall placed and » start made on
the new stone facing. It is hoped to have finished the latter on the lith
and 1%th August, lesving only the hesvy stone copings to replsce later.

One of the mamjor problems =t this site 18 mccess, since all materials have
to be transhipped at the nemrest public road over 400 ysrds away. Over 40
tonnes were moved in by dumper during the Work Camp by the British Trust
for Conservation Volunteers - time-consuming work but which lemves no tan-
gible evidence on site of its erecution (erxcept for the volunteers' blis-
ters? - Ed).

OFEN MEETING At the open meeting held by the Trust recently at Sepperton

Villege Hall, some 30 members of the local populace were
given » brief outline of the waterwsny's hiatory followed by a discussion of
its present condition and the exiting possibilities for the future,

WALKING (MAINLY) IN WILTSHIRE Now that matters are progressing nicely

in the Wster Park area, the Themes End
Branch are organising their own Sponsored Walk to help meet the hesvier
drain on funds from the incressed levels of restoration work.

The walk will start from Cricklméde Leisure Centre between 9.30 ».m. and
1.00 p.m. on the LOth October and will follow sn B¥ mile circulsr route to
the north mlong the lines of the Midland & Scuth Western Junction Railway,
Thames & Severn Canal and back to the start via the North Wilts Canal.
Look out for the northern portal of Cricklade Tunnel, buried in s garden
nesr the start, for the unusual brick bridges over the old railwasy (why
were they built like that?) and for the fascinating leyout at the junction
of the North Wilts and Thames & Severn Canals.

200 walkers nre required %o make the erxercise worthwhile - there is no
upper limit! Sheared Sponsorship on s 50/50 basie is aveailable to other bona
fide charities - » Sponsor Form/Poster is enclosed., Please display this as
n poster in s prominent position if you c¢can help in no other way.

Dnvid Plllinger.

THAMES END BRAKCH WORKING PARTY REPORT

This has been the buslest quarter since the Branch wss formed in terme of
restoration work.

At the end of May, London WRG helped spoon out the laat of the mud from
Cerney Wick Lock. At the beginning of June, s week was spent working on
the canal with the help of Bristol University Cana) Club. Having started
to dismentle an obviously defective length of lock wall on the towpath
Bide, it quickly becsme apparent that all of the brickwork above the
waterline hmd parted compeny with the wall behind over the entire length
of the lock, It was the same story as hes happened on other cmnals inclu-
8ing the Bapingstoke, ag we saw in the course of one of our visite there.
The first 9 inches of brickwork hsd been replaced, probmbly at the turn
of the century, but the new work had not been keyed into the originsl
henind.
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‘There is only one remedy, 80 by the end of the week sbout § of the wall was
down. Since then, reconstruction hea begun using a mixture of clesned orig-
insl bricks mnd new bricks. The chamber does have mn annoying habit of fill«
ing up with water so constmant pumping hag been necessary when work is in
progress, this situstion belng due to the high invert level of the pipe
crossing through the causewsy which replaced the romd bridge over the tmil

of the lock. We have been greatly helped here by the loen of s deceptively
Bmall pump by Godwing of Quenington, to whom we mre very grateful. The Trust's
tower scaffoléing has also been used to good effect in the lock, being 8

good deml emsier to handle than the conventional type.

Qur vintage cement miry¥er hma, after » rest of two years, et last been per-
sunded to run, sané in the right direction too. It Jeins the Priestman Cub
in our working plent fleet.

Work has continued on the towpath in the length between Cerney Wick and
Letton Junction, this work with the smsll footbridge in the Spine Roed to
Cerney Wick section having sssumed even greater importance with the proposed
sponsoredé walk in ODctober looming.

Current working parties are bmsed at Cerney Wick Lock. Details are in Disry
Dates, but pleamse check with me in cese of last minute changes. Further
weekends will be worked a5 necesssary anc working parties will =slso be held
on Wednesday evenings while the light holds. In médition, weekday dates can
be arranged for anyone who can ettend - the opportunities for you to help
are limitless. For instance, we sre desperstely looking for groups and indi-
viduals to prepare the towpath for our walk - light and heavy clearance is
mvallable!

Ken Burgin.

Noghsﬂrk‘

N/

i

BUYS / SELLS / HIRES

USED COTS,

PRAMS, HIGHCHAIRS, PUSHCHAIRS,
BUGGIES ETC — ALSO LARGE SELECTION
OF TRIKES, BICYCLES AND TOYS FOR
ALL AGES. GOODS COLLECTED FROM
YOUR HOME

OPEN TUESDAY-SATURDAY-= 10M4-bpn.
LONDON RD, {A419), CHALFORD,

\ NR. STROUD. TEL. BRIMSCOMBE 884738 )
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EDITQOR'S NCTE Ken tells me that the practice of giving precise details of
meeting points in Diary Dsates does not lend itself to accurete up-derting and,
in mny cese, IS UNHELPFUL TC VOLUNTEERS -~ which amazes me not m little, What
do our valunteers think?

STROUDWATER WORKING PARTY & PLANT REPORT

Since the last Trow wss published, the majority of the work west of Stroud
has teken place between Ryeford Double Locks snd Ryeford Road Bridge.

The pedestrisn former swingbridge just upstresm of Ryeford Bridge hes been
clenned-down and repainted in traditional black and white colours and pre-
liminary designs have been drawn and spproved for its reinstetement »8 &
swingbridge. The bridge has been temporarily moved aside by the dredger to
allow passage of the dredging plesnt, the mud barges having now been moved
into position at the dredging site with the credger.

Both banks of the can=l upstream to the double locks have been cleared of
depd or dsngeraus trees, mainly willows, and undergrowth. To mssist with
the redoval of the timber, an mgricultursl tractor =nd tipping trmiler
have been purchased from the Kennet &% Avon Canal Trust. These have proved
invalunble for this ané other transport tasks scross rough ground.

The tip site has been surveyed using m venerable level belonging to Barry
Balderstone's Father, the conversion of the figures from imperisl to metric
prior io preparetion of plans snd cross-sections for the planning applica-
tion only méding to the fun! Over quite » large pert of the srea, our two
intrepid surveyors were unable to see esch other through the thistles and
nettles even when only 15 metres apsrt! Swathes hed to be clesred through
the vegetation using = mechsnicsl trimmer before measurements at ground
level could be even considered.

The Priestman Wolf dragline ercsvator has been stesm-cleaned and moved to
the tip site where it is now being used as » dragline to ercevate m 'har-
bour' to fecilitate the unlomding of the mué barges. It will alsc be used
for thie after conversion for use with s clamshell grab, but it is also
intended that our 6" slurry pump will be overhmuled cover the winter and its
mbility to empty the barges assessed.

The working party over the August Bank Holiday will have started to clear
fallen tinber and tidy up the banks at the upstresm end of the Wallbridge
pound (adjmcent to 8 & R Scrap Merchsnts st the Wherf in Stroud). This will
be spear-headed by volunteers from Toc~H but with mssistance from our own
labour. The work is planned to start just downstream of the proposed new
by-pass crossing snd clearsnce by the Trust will continue towsrés Wall-
bridge Upper Lock during the rest of the yenmr.

We Btill need mll the help we can get and all volunteers are mnade welcome
- why not join ue? Details of working parties sre, as ususl, given in the
centre spread together with contacts sand telephone numbers. Transport cen
even be arranged 1f required,

Alan Jones & Jon Willis,

CIVIL ENGINEERING REFORT

Recent work has included the preliminery design of s new swing-footbridge
for Ryeford. The Stroudwater Nevigation Proprietors have now approved this
and deteriled designwork will commence shortly.
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Another matter which is continuing to receive cur attention is the finalis-
ation of the line of the eanal in the Wallbridge area in consequence of the
proposed East-West Bypass using the eristing cenal earch under the railway
vieduct., The land in this area is privately owned but preliminary discussions
with the owner have been favourmble, providing s mutuslly satisfactory line
for the canal diversion can be found, particularly upstresm of the visduct.
Much of this work is of course dependent on the imminent Consulting Engineer's
Report which will provide us with detailed informmtion on wsater supply,
levels, bridge construction, etec.

Emst of the Tunnel, we are investigsting methods of sealing lesks in the
cAnAal bed nt Boywell and nesar Comtes. The eyisting puddled clmy lining of
the cannl at Boxwell is believed to be very close to the perviocus gravel
beds, Tree roots and rabbit burrows could essily be ceusing leaks in this
e#res so we will be considering the possibilities and costs of providing »

» butyl rubber or similsr lining membrane for use in these difficult places.
At Comtes, problems have been crused in the past by water pressure behind
the puddled clay forcing its way into the cens)l when the ground water level
is higher than the canal level. If there is a high water table behind the
¢lay puddle or canal sidewall and the cansl level is suédenly lowered, then
the undue pressure put on the carsl bank from the outside can lead to even-
tusl feilure.

Richaré Veevers.

THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY WRITES

Welcome to new members:

D,F. Ball Horsham, West Susser, H.I. NcHenry Kythe, Swindon.

R.C. Beagley (re-joined) Cheltenham, Glos. ©P.J. Rigby Whitchurch, Bristol.
P.R, Clarke Paisley, Renfrewshire, N.D. Stevenson Wootton Bassett, Wilts.
D.E. Drew Eldene, Swindon. C.B. Workman Liden, Swindon.

¥r., & Mrs. Findlay Wwhitminster, Glos.

And ‘mo to the Lost & Found Department. I am sorry to say that we 8till hmve
nat found the three members mentionedé in the March issue, and we may now
elso have lost Mr. R.J. Paget, formerly of 2, Kentars, Bridge Street,
Cminscross, Stroud. Mr., Psget's June Trow has been going the rounds of the
Post Office though it eventually friled te return which may indicate that
1t finelly amrrived safely or that the P.0. got fed up with sending it back.
Mr. Paget - mare you there?

Currently, I am 8till short of four R185 forms which have been asent fo
members who last yesar signed a Deed of Covenant with their subscriptions.
1f these could be returned post haste, it would be appreciated as without
them the Trust is unable to make its c¢laim for the recovery of tar.

Perhaps thie guarter I should include a note on the reminder system current-
ly in opernticn for those members who renew their subscriptions annually

by post. Reminders go out with the Trow covering s month gither side of the
publication dmte, e.g. this time we remind members whose subscriptions sre
due in August, September and October. Ancther prowpt is included the next
quarter for those who forget to be remindeé and after that we have to

remove those still outstanding from the meiling list.

If you have m bank sccount, it would be » grest help to us (save all those
reminders being printed and sent oui) if you erranged to pmsy your subscrip-
tion by Benker's Order. The psyment would then be made sutomsticelly by
your bani esch yesr and you would be saved to problem of remembering.

Davidé Jordan.



17

WHAT THE TRUST IS DCING

COTSWOLD WATER PARK As mentioned in Working Pariy Reports, the prce of

regtoration east of the tunnel i8s now increasing.
Contrary to the feare of some of our locml politicisne and conservationists,
we have absolutely no deeire for our work to lead to the lowering of water
levels in the Water Park lmkes. Nor do we want to contribute to further
lengths of the River Thames above Lechlesde bhecoming dry during the summer
months.

At considerable erpente, we are buying the services of reputable consuli-
ants to avoid just such problems and sre confident that a combination of
thorough rebuilding mnd the use of =zodern materimls and wmethods will result
in n much lower rete of water loss from the canal itself. In mddition, we
will most probably re-cycle much of our water in sumzer by pumping it back
up to the summit from lower levels.

Eéitor's Note - ] have a list which I am still adding to of methods of
saving water in the operation of locks snd/or use of the summit pound. To
date, there are 35 ideas - perhaps I will publish this in a future issue.
The flood of mdditional proposals from resders could prove useful. In the
meantime, does anyone know what an Aerial Well is?

IMPROVEMENTS 7O ‘THZ TROW! Ag promised in the June issue, there are
some further improvements this time. No
doudt, however, members will notice that we still need the use of an
electric t{ypewriter cepable of mccepting m carbon ribbon - this issue has
been put together using the E¢itor's aged menual portable which, even with =
new nylon ribbon for the occasion, produces an ingifferent result., Can
anybody out there help? We do want te avold imposing on David snd Margaret

The ZBear Inn

Bislep
. Steoud, Hlos.
Telephone : Bisley 285

Garden - Family Room - Cer Park
Live Music Wednesday Evening

G0OD FOOD & DRINK e
AT SENSIBLE PRICES Bi=Len

Childrens dishes - Food lunchtime & evening
Look out for our Specials including Fresh Fish dishes
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Bonkes, whose machines have been used for the last few issues.

Our attempis st Improving the production quelity of 'The Trow' are aimed
specifically nt increasing our smles. It is in the nesture of things that
membere of the Trust receive four lssues per yesr as part of the price of
their subscriptions and this menns that the mmgezine's initisl comt to the
Trust ig in excess of £200 per issue nt present. Sales of mbout 50 copies
from our Sales Stalls plus income from adveriising hes mveraged E14-50 per
igsue over the last year and we are mdding to our networks of hand deliveries
but we would like to bmlance these two figures more nearly to remove one
drein on our hard-won finances,

A better typewrlter, a little more mdvertising mnd, perhmaps, more photo-
graph content will complete the improvements we can run to'mt present. We
could use more articles on related topica such ma the piece on the Severn
Trow in the June issue or a potted history of the Waterway Recovery Group
(he knowa who we menn!), line drawings or black and white photographe. Oh,
and it hae been suggested that a proper editor would be the heat improvment
of all.

What we need now are retmil sales outlets. Probably these will be confined
to within say three or four miles of the c¢enals plus the nemrer centres of
population such as Dursley, Swindon »sné Highworth. So, tslk to your friendly
newsagent or village shop and, if they are interested, we will supply them
with a modest quentity each time on sale or return - full details on requesat
from the Acting Editor,

Please include a daytime telephone number, if possible, when submitting
iteme for publication. Originmls can be returned for a stmmped envelope.

SWM?SIIIRTSJ—SIIIRTS

business

MINIMUM ORDER TEN 21 DAYS DELIVERY

PHONE PADDY SMITH FOR PRICES
Ay BRINSCONBE 884033 A
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LETTERS TC THE EDITOR

30, Swansdown Walk,

The tcham,

Newbury, Berks.
Dear Editor,

I note with some cencern that s number of Trust vositions remain unfilleéd.
Is it not possible that Trust members who are housebound, elderly, infirm
or unemployed could be pursusded to help out - particularly on the admin-
istrative side? The Trust needs as slways the active able-bodied out on the
c¢anal, but it equally needs help by everyone else so that all can enjoy the
cut,

Sa - come on, folks. Anyone willing to lend & kand?

D.S. Foxwell.

Bailiff's Cottsmge,

4, Manor Way,

Beckenham, Kent.
LDear Editor,

I renrd with considerable concern snd slarm of yet another internsl rift in
the STSCT. Concern that, st a time when events are going the Trust's way
with both Locel and County Councils at last uniting to back our aims, m
small dispute is getting mired in public -~ or even that there should be a
dispute at all! And alarm that, instead of pulling together, officers and
wembers are weasting time on unproductive dissgreements.

The Trust is at last moving forward constructively on both sides of the
tunnel and it is time for all Trust members to 'back the winner', the Trust
itself. So less petiy squmbbling, plemse, and FORWARD WITH RESTORATION.

Roger Squires.

{Both the mbove letters support the Trust's view on boih these mmtters,
a5 The Trow has recently reflected. A further appeal on vacancies sppears
below and there mre more in the reserve collection, detsils on request!

Referring to Dr. Squires' point about miring disputesin public, it is the
Editor's view that the nesr collapse of the Trust in 1977 crme about at
lemst partly becmusme the very grest problems obtaining at that time had
been concealed from the membership until slwost beyond the last possible
moment, This time, that will not heppen. Also, one of the discenters hms
himself been responsible for any bsad press, not The Trow - Ed).

SITUATIONS VACANT

The fellowing positions sre not shown in the Informetion Section, but need to
be filled urgently. Appliceatione in the first instance to the Acting Editor,
please. AND DON'T FORGET ALL THOSE QTHER VACANCIES IP THESE DO NOT APPEAL:

ASSISTANT MEMBERSHIP? SECRETARY Applicants should live in the Chalford -

Stroud - Stonehouse nres snd have tele-
phones and their own trmnsport. The work involves maintsining an up-to-éate
master membership list from information supplied in psste-on label ferm by
the Membership Secretary snd holding the informestion resdy for consultation
by local Officers {but NOT letting them get their grubby paws on it or it
will never be seen mgain).

PRESS CUTTINGS OFFICER Similar to sbove, but to recruit a team of regulsr
suppliers of cuttings from newepapers and period-
icnls and collate =né file them for reference, Home locetion not important.
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WILLIAM DENYER GEQRGE {Continued from previous |ssue)

"Somehow, even quite late on, Willlam and Grannie managed to holiday in
Switzerland because | remember William planted the garden at Amberley with little
fir tree seedlings he brought back in his trunk along with alpine flower roots. He
occupied his time making rustic fences and summerhouse, and using his sailar's
skill to make elaborate dog whips etc from fine string. What did Grannie do? |t is
odd that | cannot see a plcture of her doing anything at ali except sit and make us
all feel happy and cozy. They were certainly all unusual people, my mother of
course included - part of the puritan ferment of the Victerian era just emerging into
the wider world of the 20th century.”

Eric's last memory of Annie is when he and his wife Phyl went for Christmas to
join his parents at Carpenter Road in Edgbaston; "Grannie came up from Amberley
ta spend Christmas with us and we took her to the pantomime - her first and last
visit to the theatre which she enjoyed encrmously. She lived to see photos of her
first great grandchild Robin." (Eric's son).

"This is the picture left with me, probably idealised by childish imagination. |
would love to know what she was really like. All her children inherited their father's
restless striving temperament and some of his fire, but Florrie was the one who
inherited something of her poise, and all her special sort of gentleress which you
seemed to sense immediately and all the time.

Yours,
Eric."
Now here is Denny's own story as he wrote it about 1908: -

"REMINISCENCES OF AN OLD SAILOR AND GOLD-DIGGER

Whilst spending a few days at one of the South coast holiday resorts in the Auturmn
of 1808, and cbserving the various merchant vessels chiefly Steamers passing up and
down the English Channel, the writer of the following reminiscences became much
exercised in thought in corp aring the conditions attending a seafaring life at the present
daywith those he experienced when he passed down that Channel on his first voyage in
January 1848, an apprentice on board a small Barque of only 337 tons register, bound
from London to Mauritius and on voyages immediately following; and having often been
requested by his family to record as far as memory would serve the incidents of his
early life of his years at sea, and of hig experiences of the time he spent on the
Australian Gold-fields, he resolved to endeavour to gratify their wish. On his first
voyage he was accorded the soubriguet of "Denny" by all on board and he has chosen
to adopt that name as applicable to the narrator of the foltowing reminiscences:-

Commencing then with the eartiest days which his memery recalls, Denny pictures
the old house at home; his birthplace and the scene of the first 14 years of his life as
one of plenty and indeed of luxury. He had one brother end four sisters, a loving mother
devoted to her children, servants to wait upon and care for them, and two ponies for
their especial use.

His brother who was the eldest of the family was placed in his eighth year ina
public School (Christ's Hospital) in London, and being allowed only one period of
holich y in each year viz: -~ during the long vacation which always commenced after the
holidays of the ordinary Boarding Schools were over Denny saw little of him and was
consequently debarred his companionship during the greater portion of their hoyhood.
Of the four sisters only one was his senior.

{To be continued)



WE_GOT IT WRONG - AGAIN!

THE QLD CROCK'S DEPARTMENT There is some improve-

ment to report since
the March issue, but in June we still hed a Council
member in trouble at the rear (p.2).

WOT! NO TROW? It would appesr that at lesst one

member d4id not receive his copy of
the June issue. We do apologize for this (he did get
one eventually) snd msk members to forgive the occas-
ional lapse. Notification of missing or faulty copies
should be sent to the distribution officers, please.
But do remember that issues sre sometimes late.

DESIGNATION OF ISSUES

From this month, we are changing the gquarterly desig-
nstions of The Trow to Spring, Summer, Autumn snd
Winter, This is to avoid the possibility of customer
resistence fto reteiled copies between publicstion
dates - for instance, it might be thought thst an
issue titled September is "old stock” by November.

THE THAMES END NEWS

Aimed at mctive volunteers working east of the Tunnel,
Thames End News is a newsletter reporting progress

and current planning for the restoration work in that
aren,. It iz aveilable only at Thames End monthly meet-
ings snd gives dates and sddresses of contacts also.
Readers sre requested not to throw it away after use
but to "leave it neatly where innocent victims may
come across jit", a useful publicity dodge which we
commend to Trow readers. Editor is Deryck Watkinson
who 1s to be congratulated on another good ides,

(© Published by the Stroudwater Thsmes & Severn Canal
Trust Limited, a Registered Charity, at 1, Riveredge,
Pramilode, Glos. Tel. Gloucester 740525.

Printed by Earle & Ludlow st 77, Victoria Rosd,
Cirencester, Qlos. Tel. Cirencester 35399,



A ‘token roin
worth one halfpenny
issued by the

canal company when
copper wus scarce.

THE THAMES - SEVERN WATERWAY

The Story of the
“Heroic Exploit” Linking RENOVATING THE GREAT
London and the West by Canal. THAMES-SEVERN WATERWAY

Described during its building as "the most hernic exploit of - . .
the century” the Thames—Severn waterway — right across I'o make our surroundings siore attractive with
England through the Cotswolde - has always caught hetter tacilitios For recreation, there are to-day
evBr_yone's_ imug;:atlf]:l. Inming of such & k " many charitable bodies performing mir
iscussions about the planning of such a key waterway with the renovati cunals in many parts of
began in the reign of Geod Queen Bess, when Bristol wasa the ¢ “‘":;"'“" tiom ot canabs in many partsof
famous port and the second City in the Kingdom. During i - ,
the next two centuries many explored the line it contd take, Among the greatest of these waterwa)
five Bills for its construction being introduced into passing through the most beautitul part o
Parlinment in the 1660s. ] ) ) ) Englimnd, is the Thames—Severn linking London
At long last there was a public meeting at Cirencester in with the West, opéning the way to more
1781, a Committee was elected, and a subscription list was exploration and interest for the thousands wi
opened. Later that year a Surveyor was appointed and xploration and interest for the thousands who
estimated the cost at £128,000, a huge sum in those days. nuw spend their holidays on our waterways.
Two years before that — in 1779 — the Stroudwater Although 50 much of this work is domge
Navigation, with 12 Jocks lifting it 107 feet, linking the inevi ¥ m i required Tor
Severn at Framilode to Stroud, had been completed and Is and sther purposes. This leatlel tolls
‘waa operating successfiilly, sapplying the woollen milla of the splendid Thames-Severn link
with cheaper coal. This was adopted as the western end of e splend - mes—severn lin
the Thames—Severn walervway link. angl _how agrowing group ol volunteers ask and
One of the first "heroic” tasks was to lift the waterway merit your tfinancial help. Please complete and
241 feet abave Stroud {m total rise of 348 feet) to the top al’ i - the end of this leatlet,
the Cotswolds with new locks, where i came to the most
daunting job of a1l, - the Sapperton Tunnel.

A rare print from 1799 (1en yenrs ofler the cnnal opened), of the
Coates{ Eastern) entrance lu thethen celetrated Sapperton Tunnel,
gver two miles long, The maat of the Craft must have just been ruised
ofter the long journey through the tunnel, One feature is that it is
being towed by men, their jub betng done later by animals.



