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Minutes of 
37th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

Saturday, 27th October 2012, New Memorial Hall Lechlade GL7 3AY 
 

The meeting opened at 10.30 a.m. and 64 members attended. 
 
1. Apologies and welcome 

Apologies had been received from Graham Eccles, Pam Telling, Peter Payne, Wendy Beamont, Richard 
Attwood, Margot Beavis, Pam and Ray Burgin, Neville Nelder, Martyn Court 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone and thanked all of the many members for attending. The Chairman 
then asked the meeting to remember all friends we have lost during the year and in particular Anthony 
Robinson. The meeting had a minutes silence in remembrance. 

 
2. Receiving the Minutes of the 36

th
 Annual General Meeting  

 
The minutes of the 36

th
 Annual General Meeting were accepted by those attending the meeting as being 

an accurate and correct record.   
 
Proposed:     Anna Watts    Seconded:  Polly Fothergill 
 
A vote was taken and the foregoing was accepted by the meeting. These were signed by the Chairman 
accordingly. 

 
3 Receiving the Report of the Trust Council 

 
Proposed: Mike Hynd                    Seconded: John Maxted 
 
A vote was taken and the foregoing was accepted by the meeting. There were no matters arising 

 
4 Receiving the Accounts and the Auditors’ Report 

 
Trudy Ayre introduced herself as the Treasurer with effect from 1

st
 April 2012 and handed over to Jack 

Telling as the outgoing Treasurer, who then referred to the green booklet and the accounts for the year 
ending 31

st
 March 2012 and guided the meeting through the salient points. The accounts have been 

drawn up by Peter Martin and audited by Little & Company of Gloucester. The Trust accounts are audited 
to give weight and professional appearance in applying for grants. 
 
Jack Telling explained that the Trust Accounts include only a summary of the Trading Company activities. 
Full accounts are available on the Trust’s website. A more detailed analysis of Trading Company 
activities will be published in The TROW. The net profit of £22,676 is covenanted to the Trust in order 
that the tax liability is zero. 
 

 
Report of the Auditors   Pages 13 & 14 
Once again Jack Telling was pleased to tell the meeting that the accounts were a “clean” set and that 
there had been no qualifying statements from the auditors. However, the Trust has been made aware of 
the need for core funding to cover the fixed costs/projects which are non-specific (page 20) 
 
 
The treasurer noted that the Trust is heavily reliant on the input from volunteers and thanked everyone 
for their commitment. He also thanked the Administrator Sharon Eastwood and the volunteers Alan 
Watts, Christine Mansfield and Jackie Harrison who provide assistance in the office for their work.  
 
Questions from the floor: 
 
Questions from the floor included ‘Does the Whitminster Lock fund increase with interest? The Trust 
takes interest into General funding. ‘How will the new boat be funded? The cost of the new boat will be 
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funded by donations and sponsorship raised by Clive Field who has a very good track record. ‘How are 
the investments managed ’.Trudy Ayre reported that Trust Council are always looking to increase the 
interest earned on deposits which has to be balanced against accessibility. ‘There was a problem with 
the Ocean Swing Bridge mechanism, will this require further funding?’ Ken Burgin said he will address 
this within his overview after the close of the official meeting 
 
There being no further questions, the meeting was asked to accept the accounts: 
 
Proposed: Mike Hynd        Seconded: Des Pinnock 
  
A vote was taken and these were accepted by the meeting 
 
The Chairman thanked the members for their input and thanked JT for all his hard work. (Round of 
applause) 
 

 
5. To appoint Auditors for 2012/13 and to authorise Trust Council to fix remuneration 
 

The Treasurer confirmed this is the sixth year Little & Co have been CCT’s auditors and have given 
advice and help with the SAGE accounting system. The Treasurer stated how pleased she had been with 
their support and understanding of the Trusts affairs and believes they offer excellent value for their fees. 
The fees had increased slightly for 2012 (£4776 versus £4736 for 2011) 
 
 
The Treasurer asked the meeting to vote on a proposal to; 
 

 appoint Little & Co as either Auditors or Independent Examiners (as allowed by the Charities Act 
2006) and to 

 Authorise Trust Council to fix the remuneration. 
   

Proposed: Trudy Ayre        Seconded: Wendy Read 
 
A vote was taken and these were accepted by the meeting 

 
6. To elect Members to the Council of Management of The Cotswold Canals Trust 
 

The Chairman thanked those who have served over the last 12 months and those who have been co-
opted during the year. 
 
The maximum number of members currently allowed on Trust Council is 15.  
 
i) For the members who have offered themselves for re-election there is not the need for an election but 
they do require the approval of the members under Article 42. These members are Mike Hynd and Steve 
Pickover. Both are offering themselves for re-election. The Chairman suggested that a vote for re-
election be taken on a group basis. 
 
A vote was taken and both were re-elected 
 
ii) Four new members Trudy Ayre, Mike Guest, Adrian Peatman and Paul Rutter having been co-opted to 
Trust Council during the year seek election.  
The Chairman asked those present to approve the election 
 
A vote was taken and the foregoing were duly elected by the meeting 
 
iii) Steve Pickover had proposed Martin Turner to be appointed to Trust Council and his pen portrait was 
made available to the members for their perusal. 
The Chairman asked those present to approve the election 
 
A vote was taken and the appointment to Trust Council was approved. 
 
With these approvals the number of Trust Council members is now 14 
 

7. Chairman’s Address 
 
The Chairman’s address summarised the work of the Trust over the year. 
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8 Any Other Business 
 

8.1 Jan Thomas commented that canoeists were happy with the open stretches of canal. 
8.2 Alan Watts asked if the Trust could tighten up procedures for recovering monies due from SDC and 
SVCC. Trudy Ayre agreed this was necessary and that they were both keen to support the Trusts 
activities. With this in mind new procedures are being examined. 
8.3 Anna Watts commented that some volunteers are not on the internet and communication was 
required to ensure they know about activities and opportunities. EP indicated that some volunteers act as 
‘buddies’ on email and share information but telephone is the other option. Ron Read agreed it is difficult 
to contact all volunteers. Mike Slade thanked Anna Watts for evening at Whitminster and said the 
Roadshow had found it very useful to approach new volunteers. He suggested more of these informal get 
togethers during the year. Martin Turner indicated one useful Volunteer body is the Stroud Volunteers 
Association. Jack Telling commented TROW goes out to all members and so events need to thought out 
in advance. Several of those present thought personal contact is the best option. 
  
 
There were no further questions from the floor and the official meeting closed at 11.50 a.m.  
 
The Chairman handed over to the Chief Executive, Ken Burgin who presented an update on Restoration 
work along the full length of the canal. This was followed by a further question and answer session 
covering Ken’s presentation and a number of the announcements therein. 

 
The meeting was followed by a visit to Eastern Depot (Alex Farm) for all those interested 
 


