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A Plea for the Canal at Wallbridqe 
Recently t h e  Southern Canals Association v ~ s l t e d  the site of t h e  former 
Thames & Severn Canal at  Wallbridge; they had previously v i s i t e d  t h e  a r ea  
before t h e  East/West Bypass was constructed.  

On t h e i r  f i r s t  v i s i t  they had t r a v e l l e d  along t h e  cana l  i n  one of t h e  
T r u s t ' s  t r i p  boa ts ,  inc luding  passing under t h e  rai lway viaduct .  Whilst  
they have experience i n  working on cana l s  and are a l l  in t imate ly  
connected with t h e i r  own p a r t i c u l a r  r e s t o r a t i o n  schemes i n  t h e  South of 
England and Wales, none of them had ever  come ac ros s ,  t o  quote a s e n i o r  
member, "such a wanton des t ruc t i on  of a formerly open s t r e t c h  of 
waterway". They were amazed t h a t  t h e  work had been ca r r i ed  ou t  by t h e  
owners, Glouces te rsh i re  County Council, and t h a t  no e f f o r t  had been made 
by them t o  make good t h e  havoc crea ted  t o  t h e  amenity and r ec r ea t i on  
value of t h e  cana l  so n e a r  t o  Stroud. 

When informed t h a t  t h i s  T rus t  had expended over E20.000 of its own 
money, t o  ca r ry  ou t  surveys and obta in  o u t l i n e  planning permission f o r  
an  a l t e r n a t i v e  rou t e  t o  r e l i n k  the  cana l ,  they could not  be l ieve  that  
t h e  County Councll have refused t o  assist i n  funding any of this 
expenditure. 

Readers m11 r e c a l l  t h a t  inMarch ,  B.B.C. WILDLIFE MAGAZINE awarded 
Glouces te rsh i re  County Council one of its s i x  "Eyesore Awards 1988" 
"The Stroud Bulldozer" f o r  t h e  damage i n f l i c t e d  t o  t h e  cana l  and its 
environs. To quote from t h e  c i t a t i o n  - "The Judges urge the  Council t o  
rnatch its cons iderable  achievement i n  f i n i s h i n g  t h e  Bypass ahead of 
schedule,  by a c t l v e l y  c o a p e r a t i n g  with t h e  Canal T rus t  i n  c r ea t i ng  t h e  
new canal  l i n k  and t hus  maintaining t h e  con t inu i ty  Q£ t h i s  aqua t i c  
habitat" .  

The T rus t  do not  d i s p u t e  t h e  need and va lue  of t h e  Stroud East/West 
Bypass - w e  have never during our years  of nego t i a t i on  with t h e  County 
Surveyor's Departnent opposed it - w e  have only fought  f o r  an  
a l t e r n a t i v e  cana l  r o u t e  t o  rep lace  t h e  i n f i l l i n g .  The length  of cana l  
was a heavily used r ec r ea t i on  and amenity a r ea  f o r  walking, f i sh ing ,  
w i l d l i f e  s tudy,  and our t r i p  boats  were more heavily patronised than 
anywhere else on t h e  canal .  It is now t o t a l l y  d e r e l i c t  and t h e  
remnants of cana l  shal low, u se l e s s  and forsaken.  

Who owns t h e  property? Who has  a c t i v e l y  caused t h i s  de re l i c t i on?  
Glouces te rsh i re  County Council own i t ,  t h e  County Surveyor planned and 
supervised t h e  work. I n  o the r  words it is owned by t h e  ratepayers of 
Glouces te rsh i re  and it has  been destroyed by t h e i r  employee! 

Why? In o rde r  t o  bui ld  a claimed inexpensive road ahead of schedule. 
The f a c t s  a r e  simple. The road is only inexpensive because t h e  f u l l  
co s t s  have not  been published. A major s e c t i o n  of S t roud ' s  environment 
has been destroyed and there 1s no i n t e n t i o n  t o  r ep l ace  it. 

The County Surveyor ha s  informed a Council lor  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  of r e l i nk ing  
the  cana l  w i l l  be £3M),000; t h e  Trus t  a l ready  has o u t l i n e  planning 
permission with the r o u t e  and de t a i l ed  s ec t i ons  s o  t h e  canal  could be 
re l inked  f o r  E320.m - 18% of t h e  claimed £1,750,000 road constr l lct ion 
cos t s ,  



this stretih of c a d  stagnant and the trip boat'departkre paint 
deserted. Quite a contrast to the picture overleaf from two years ago 



h e  Trust  has received minimal f i n a n c i a l  support  fmm t h e  County Council 
throughout its existence.  In f a c t  a t  its November 1988 meeting i t  voted 
£20,000 t o  t h e  Stroud Valleya Projec t  and r e j e c t e d  a motion t o  s i v e  a 
s imi l a r  sum t o  t h e  Canal T rus t  a s  lt fe l t  t h e  money should go t o w d s  
s p e c i f i c  work. 

Here is the  opportunity f o r  a posr t ive  and s p e c i f i c  cont r ibut ion  t o  canal  
r e s to ra t ron  and t h e  amenity and r ec rea t iona l  facilities of t h e  County. 

Is it t o o  much t o  ask f o r  t h e  County Council t o  p lace  t h i s  work i n  t h e i r  
budget - permission h a s  been granted f o r  t h e  cana l  t o  be constructed 
across  t h e  adjacent  p r i v a t e  land ( the  remainder is owned by the County 
Council). 

The Trus t  consider t h e r e  is a moral, i f  oot  l e g a l ,  ob l iga t ion  f o r  t h i s  
work t o  be c a r r i e d  out  by the  canal  owners in order  that t h e  ra tepayers  
;and v i s i t o r s  t o  t h e  a r e a  may once more enjoy a cana l  through Stroud. 

We ask a l l  County and D i s t r i c t  Council lors  t o  cons ider  t h i s  matter ,  we 
are prepared t o  meet these  e i t h e r  p r iva t e ly  o r  a s  a group t o  p lace  t h e  
f u l l  f a c t s  before them. 

Also w e  a sk  our  members and f r i e n d s  t o  mite and r e ~ s t e r  t h e i r  own - - 
pro te s t ,  at this desecrat ion,  t o  t h e i r  Counci l lors  o r  t o  David Seed Esq. 
County Secretary,  Glouces tersh i re  County Council. S h i r e  Hall, Gloucester, 

DAVIU H. BOAKES 
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Secretary's Report 
We a r e  now approaching winter ,  we hope no t  a winter  of d iscontent ,  and 
it is perhaps time t o  t ake  s tock  of t he  current  Trus t  s i t u a t i o n  and 
where we a r e  heading. In many ways i t  is l i k e  t he  "Curate's Egg", 
good i n  p a r t s  but  t he re  a r e  a r eas  of concern. 

Having j u s t  completed an extremely good M.S.C. Conwuoity Programme, we 
are now s t ruggl ing  t o  adapt  t o  t he  new Enployment Tra in ing  procedures. 
We have l o s t  many of our key workers and, t o  da t e ,  recruitment has been 
d i f f i c u l t ,  so  our work schedules are s l i pp ing  f a s t .  The problems over 
Blunder Lock and Ryeford Double Locks, due t o  t h e  water main bu r s t s ,  
hsvepreventedthe  l o g i c a l  progression of our work. Consequently w e  havd 
had t o  car ry  o u t  minor, but e s s e n t i a l  works. Our l a c k  of numbers has 
resu l t ed  i n  t h e  dredging being, we hope only temporari ly,  ha l ted .  
However, de sp i t e  the  problems, our  Supervisor. Jim Conboy, h a s  kept  
work progressing and we a r e  now being a d e d  by a small  group of paro lees  
from Gloucester on an experimental bas is .  

The E a s t N e s t  Bypass problems appear t o  be p a r t i a l l y  resolved but  t h i s  
a r ea  w i l l  have t o  be subjected t o  major study and e f f o r t .  

The Company of P rop r i e to r s  have commenced work on r e s to r ing  Nutshell  
Bridge, using one of our barges, which has  been sunk under t he  bridge. 
The barge required a 130 ton  capacity crane,  low loader ,  pol ice  e sco r t  
and seve ra l  volunteers t o  l i f t  it out  a t  t h e  Brush Works and r e t u r n  i t  
t o  t he  canal  off  Stonehouse Wharf - an exc i t i ng  evening inc luding  Tony 
Jones immersing himself i n  t he  canal: The works a r e  under the 
supervis ion  of Mr Rowbotham, t h e  Company's Honorary Engineer, and being 
ca r r i ed  out  by Messrs. Cullimore. We hope t o  soon see t h e  bridge 
r e s to red  t o  its former glory.  

Mr Rowbotham a l s o  had t o  replace  the  sluices a t  Ryeford, during the  
Summer, another v i t a l  t a sk  t o  maintain our waterway. 

Turning t o  t h e  Trus t ,  Doug Blake and Mick Day are still working on the 
s p i l l  weir a t  Westfield and we hope t o  have a W.R.G. S m e r  Camp on 
Dock Lock and Westfield Pound next Summer. B i l l  E v i l 1  and Bruce H a l l  
a r e  continuing t o  organise  waste paper, opening up a f r e s h  site a t  
Nailsworth. Over £2,500 has  been ra ised  from t h i s  source  s i n c e  
January - our Congratulations! 

The Grand Draw ( ~ r i z e s  l i s t e d  elsewhere in t h i s  Trow: r a i s ed  over E1.300 
and we were proud t o  welcome C l l r  V a l .  Gardiner. Chairman Stroud D i s t r i c t  
Council, t o  a Barbecue - on t h e  wettest n ight  of t he  year - at the  Ship 
Inn, Stonehouse t o  make t h e  draw. She drew one of he r  own t i c k e t s  and 
ifmediately donated the  p r i z e  t o  our funds! The evening was completed 
with t r i p s  up the  cana l  i n  t h e  dark t o  everyone's enjoyment. Thanks to  
t he  Western Branch f o r  t h e i r  kind ass is tance .  

We were recent ly  v i s i t e d  by t h e  Southern Canals Associat ion,  t h e i r  
l a r g e s t  ever par ty ,  who were taken i n t o  the tunnel  - t h e  only t i m e  Ken 
Goodwin, National Chairman of I.W.A. has ever been speechless  with 
admiration f o r  a cana l  tunnel .  They a l s o  v i s i t e d  and were impressed by 
our works a t  East ington and Ryeford. It was a p i ty  t h e  County Surveyor 



was not present to hear their comments regarding the canal at the East/ 
West Bypass - the last time they visited they went by boat under the 
railway viaduct. 

Our Stonehouse trip boats have closed their season, having raised 
close on £700 this year. We appreciate the boatmen and women who gave 
their time to this task throughout the Summer. 

We now look towards boats in the tunnel: 

To sun up, a mixed year, we have had our disappointmants and struggled, 
but we have achieved much and can achieve more, particularly with mare 
funds and added commitment from our members. 

DAVJD R. BOAKES 

Trip Boating 88 
The Last trips at Ryeford for this season have now been run and we can 
now sit back a little and take stock. At times the weather has been less 
than kind to us this year, this being reflected in the lower number of 
passengers - about 1,500 with net receipts of about £690. However, as I 
have said before, the success of our trip boating cannot be considered in 
purely financial terms. It is far more important that we are proridlug a 
regular and appreciated public service, demonstrating the practical 
benefits of our canal restoration and gaining support for the Trust. 

That the trips have continued and that we have not mssed any day on 
which the trips have been advertised to run, is a tribute to the small 

1 
band of volunteers who comprlse our crew roster. It's been touch and 
go at times, but even when the weather has been at its foullest someone 
has turned out and, against all the odds. passengers have turned up to 
make it worthwhile! A promisug trend was the several private party 
bookings undertaken this season; we are now on at least one tour 
pperator's books and hope to do more in this lxne nezt year. 

Of course work doesn't end w~th the trippmg. We now have to get the 
boats out of the water for maintenance and painting - the less glamourous 

l slde of boat~ng - and volunteers would (as always) be welcome for thrs 
job. I hear that the level is rlsing at Coates and talk of runnel trips 
rs in the air. Unfortunately my wife is talking about the decorating 
I've been dodging all Summer. If there's anyone out there who's 
flnished the Autumn digging, the wallpapering and painting and is 
looking for an escape route, please get in touch. We need more boaters! 

l Urgent: 
l 



A.G.M. 
NOTICE IS HWEBY GIVEN OF THE THIRTEWTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE - ~- ~ ~ ~ - ~ - ~ p  -p-~- .~ -~ 

STROUDWATER - THAMES & SEVERN CANAL TRUST LIMITED, M BE HELD IN THE 
COHNIITEE ROOMS, STROUD LEISURE CENTRE. STRATFORD PARK, STROUD. AT 
3.Wpm ON SATURDAY 21st JANUARY 1989. 

The Business to be transacted at the Meeting shall he as follows:- 

1. To receive the Minutes for the 12th Annual General Meeting. 
2. To receive the report of the Council. 
3. To receive the Accounts and the Auditor's Report. 
4. To fix the remuneration of the Auditors. 
5. DismE!3XOII Of Future Trust Activities. 
6. To elect Members of the Council. 
7. 4ny Other Business. 

DAVID B. BOAKFS. CEng, MIMechE. 
SECRETARY TO TEE TRUST. 

The Meeting will be preceeded at 2.45pm by the presentation of the 1988 
Sponsored Walk Awards. The Trust's Sales Stand will be present together 
with a photographic display of the Trust's activities. 

The Trust Secret- will welcae namiaations for current vacancies on the 
Tmst Council. 

NOTES - 
1. Notice of intending proposals for membership of the Trust Council 
must be forwarded to the Secretary in writing not less than 14 clear days 
(i.e. to arrive by 3.00pm Friday 6th January 1989) before the date of the 
meeting, together with the agreement in writing of the person proposed. 
Application forms are available from the Secretary at the Trust's 
Registered Office, 1 Riveredge. Framilode. Gloucestershire, G12 7LH 

2. Voting Rights -All classes of Membership, except Junior Membership, 
confer one vote. Junior Members have no voting rights since such members 
cannot be held liable under the Trust's guarantee. 

3. Any members entitled to be present and to vote at the Meeting may 
apuoint a proxy, who must be a voting Member of the Trust. The instrument 

I 
appointing a proxy shall be in writing and shall be deposited at the l 
Trust's Registered Office at 1 Riveredge. Framilode,.Gloucestershire. l 
GL2 M, not less than 48 hours before the time of the meeting. 

4. Legally correct proxy forms may be obtained from the Trust's 
Registered Office, at 1 Riveredge, Framilode, Gloucestershire, GL2 7LH 



Council Members7 Report 
STROUDWATER - TIMES & SEYERN CANE TRUST LIFIITgD, COUNCIL MPLBER'S 
REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH 1988. 

The Council submit their thirteenth Annual Report to the Members of the 
Stroudwater - Thames & Severn Canal Trust Limited, together with the 
Audited Accounts for the year ended 31st March 1988. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
The following have served as Members on the Trust Council dur~ng the 
past financial year:- 

RICHARII AlTWOOD, WUGLAS BLARE, KENNETH BURGIN (resigned 12 Oct 19871, 
BERNARD DONOVAN (co-opted 13 Jan 1988). ANNE GARFIlT (resigned 15 Apr 
1987), JOHN GARF'ITI (resigned 13 Jan 1988), MICHAEL GLEN (resigned 
11 Nov 1987), BRUCE HALL, NICHOLAS MELCHIOR, MICHAEL REYNOLDS, ALEC 
WRITEHOUSE (resigned 25 Nou 1987), UAVID BOAKES (SecretaryIManager). 

The Registered Offlce of the Trust remains at 1 Riveredge, Framilode. 

I 
Gloucestershire. 

REVIEW OF THE TRUST AND PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES 
The principal activity of the Trust has continued to be the restoration 
of both the Stroudwater Navigstlon and the Thames & Severn Canal. The 
Council has contmued to remunerate the Secretaw at a salary 
caouoensurste with h ~ s  duties, apart from which there have been no 
contracts in which any Council Member had a personal interest. As 
Sponsors, the Trust has employed thirty persons on an M.S.C. 
Coromunity Project decreasing to twenty five persons from January 1988. 
A Secretarial Assistant has continued to be employed on a part-time 
basis to assist the Secretary/Manager in ?us dutres. 

FIXED ASSETS 
There are no charges outstanding over the Assets of the Trust such as 
would require registration under the Companies Act. 

CURRENT ACTIVITY 
Trust fund raising locally, has been encouraging this year, although 
there has been some difficulty in obtaining grants from natlonal grant 
making Trusts. The proceeds from trip boating, lectures and the 
recently commenced regular waste paper collection at London Road Car 
Park in Stroud, have produced a regular base income and publicly 
promoted the Trust's actlvltles. 

Stroud District Council and the Company of Proprietors of the 
Stroudwater Navigation have allocated E8,000 each to match the Trust's 
input into the M.S.C. C.P. Scheme for the current year. In addition 
Stroud District Council have made a £10,000 budget provision for the 
financial year 1988-89. 

Our M.S.C. C.P. Scheme employed up to 30 persons to September 1987. 
decreasing to 25 persons until the financial year end. We ceased being 

l independant sponsors, joining the Gloucestershire County Council C.P. 

l Agency in January 1988. Our work has mainly been directed towards the 
reconstruction of Newtown Lock, Esstlngton whilst bank work and dredging 

1 between Eastington and Ryeford has continued. 



The Western Branch has continued with their clearance work, boat 
building and trip boat operation. The Thames End Branch has continued 
its activities in the South Cerney to Latton area with particular 
emphasis on Cerney Wick Lock. 

The Trust Officers have been involved m discussions and advice to 
propcsed developers with regards to the effect on the canal, and a large 
section of the canal and its environs in the Strond District Council 
area have been included in the Stroud Industrial Beritage Conservation 
Area. 

On the Stroudwater Navigation the Conpany of Proprietors have continued 
to give financial, moral and practical support to the Trust. 

Unfortunately this has not been reciprocated by Gloucestershire County 
Counc~l on the Thames & Severn Canal, and the environs of that canal 
adjacent to the recently completed Stroud East West Bypass are cause for 
considerable concern to the Trust and other interested bodies. 

The Trust gratefully acknowledge the continuing support of our Consultant 
Engineers, Acer (Wales) with respect to their assistance in this area. 

We have continued to receive financial assistance from the Inland 
Waterways Association at national and local level and major donations 
have been received from National Grant Making Trusts. 

The canals are being increasingly used for amenity and recreation and we 
are encouraged by the proliferation of the flora and fauna on and near 
the waterways. 

mTURE DEVELOPMENTS 
Whilst we have produced a folly costed restoration programue of works 
between Westfield Lock and Thrupp, our progress is governed by financial 
constraints and the failure of Gloucestershire County Conncll to adopt a 
smilar interest to the Company of Proprietors for the sections of the 
Thames & Severn Canal they own. 

We also await the resolution of the claims against Severn Trent Water 
Authority for the damage their mains failure caused to Ryeford Douhle 
and Blunder Locks. 

The Trust will continue to safeguard the remainder of the canal route 
for eventual through navigation, and to promote the fullest public 
amenity use of these as yet unnavigable sections. 

The Trust Council looks forward in 1988/9 to continued increasing 
progress with the support of the Trust Membership and other friends of 
the canal. 

DAVID A. BOAKES MICHAEL R. REYNOLDS 

Secretary/Nanager . Vice Chairman 



Thames End Branch 
As we were unable to run one or two of our Work Parties &S quarter, 
there has not heen as much progress as we would have wished, but there 
have been some interesting activities. First, of course, was the canoe 
marathon by Chris Jones and friends, which revealed amongst other things, 
three dead swans in the "protected" stretch of the Upper Thames, from 
which beastly boats must be forever banned. Chris experienced the same 
depression at this sight as do most people, but we were a bit slow in 
getting the information to the proper authorities, so the cause of ths 
disaster may never be known. 

The other striking observation of the canoe party was the very low water 
level, and our friends in the Higher Thames Protection Society have 
d~scovered that they also need to protect the Thames from being pumped 
out of existence to flush the l w s  of the metropolis. 3111s process has, 
of course, been going on for many years, which is why the head of the 
Thames is getting further and further away from the Thames Head Hotel. 
Presumably the process will only stop when the source of the Thames is the 
outfall from the sewage tretment plant just north of Swindon. 

in connection with the canoe exercise, we sought permission to clear a 
canoe-sized strip of the canal between the Spine Road and Latton. This 
was declined, although we were offered the use of the River Churn which 
was not really in keeping with the spirit of "Operation Severn to Thames". 
The contact was useful however as an opportunity to confirm that policy 
is still to leave the canal in a weed-filled derelict state as a haven for 
wildlife. 

One other curious snippet results from a visit to no less famous a place 
than Flatford M111 and Lock, which is on the River Stour. The lock 
appears to have heen restored by facing the walls with concrete which at 
first sight looks considerably easier than taking the walls to bits, a 
brick at a time, and rebuilding them. They also move the gates with 
chains, which could be handy at Cerney Wick Lock where there is no 
longer space for balance beams. An uprising of furious purists is 
anticipated as the result of these observations. 

Dthemise, we are trying to keep np business as usual, and I look forward 
to hearing from you. 

DERYCK WATKMSON 

Funct~ou Room Beb Pion 3nn Shttle Alley 

Garden R.A.O.B. 8875 

Brian & MO Bodton 

High Street, CRICKLADE. Swindon. SN6 6DD 

Tel: Swindon 750776 



The 1988 Sponsored Walk Awards presenta t ion  w i l l  t ake  p l ace  a t  2 . 4 5 ~  on 
Saturday 21s t  January 1989 a t  t h e  Leisure Centre. S t r a t f o r d  Park, S t r w d  
immediately before t h e  Trus t  Annual General Meeting. 

This year ,  the  winners are a s  follows:- 

Adult Whitbread Trophy S H Standbridge, Churchdown 

Under 16s Cup Beth Attwood, Eastcombe 

Under 12s Cup Rebecca Woodward. Up Hatherley 

Family E l l i o t  Trophy Bayl i ss  Family, Minchinhampton 

Dog Woofer Trophy 

Group Boat Enqui r ies  "Lowthran's Lot", Cheltenham 
Trophy 

There was no en t ry  i n  t h e  Under 7 s  c l a s s ,  bu t  a s u r p r i s e  award w i l l  be 
made of this award f o r  mer i tor ious  performance. 

Snippets 
- On November 7 t h  Glouces te rsh i re  County Council should have s t a r t e d  on 
rebui ld ing  Ham M i l l  Bridge. This  fol lows t h e  co l l apse  of the parapet  
l a s t  Spring. It is an t i c ipa t ed  t h a t  the  l ane  t o  t h e  s i te  w i l l  be closed 
f o r  s eve ra l  weeks. 

- The postponed but  long awaited t r i p s  i n t o  Sapperton Tunnel should 
hopefully g e t  under way before the end of t h e  year. E l e c t r i c  propulsion 
w i l l  be required t n  avoid both fumes and noise. 

- Budge's, the cont rac tors ,  are due t o  start removing some of t h e  s p o i l  
l e f t  around t h e  East  -West Bypass i n  Stroud. The l e v e l s  are t o  be 
returned t o  t h e  1986 l e v e l s  which exis ted  before  cons t ruc t i on  s t a r t e d .  

- The housing development a t  Bowbridge, canal-side above t h e  lock, is 
now we l l  under way. 
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End to End - Canoe Style 
Was it worth it? Did anybody see us dolng it? Would we ever do it 
again? What mgbt it lead to? These were just some of the questions 
put to Mark Loxton and myself after completing, for the first time since 
1911, the complete navigation of the Stroudwater and Thames & Severn 
Canals. 

This happened - and some of you were there to witness it - during the 
weekend of 18th and 19th September this year. The entlre trip by canoe 
was completed in 20 hours, comprismg 8 )  hours on Saturday and 11; hours 
on Sunday. This was a much longer time than estimated due mainly to the 
fact that the total distance covered was a staggering 50 miles! This was 
split between 24 miles on Saturday and 26 miles on Sunday. The extra 
distance covered compared with that of the documented length of the two 
canals (Stroudwater: 8 miles, Thames & Severn:29 miles. 37 miles in total) 
can only be explained by the numerous deviations needed to either bypass 
private land or make the passage for canoeist and walker easier. 

The entire story of our trip has been documented and is available for 
sale with all proceeds going to the Trust. For anybody who has travelled 
by water or by towpath on any part of the canal it should be an 
interesting read. 

Not all plain sailing. The dynamic duo at Wilmoreway Lock. 



P a ~ e r  Round 
Since t h e  waste paper co l l ec t ion  s t a r t e d  i n  January t h i s  year,  w e  have 
received more than 180 t o m e s  of paper. This  has given t h e  Trus t  a 
usefu l  e x t r a  income t o  pay all those l i t t le ,  and no t  s o  l i t t l e ,  b i l l s .  

We have been verg lucky t o  have had help from Tony Buckland and res ident@ 
of t he  Home Fan. Trus t  a t  Avening who have helped t o  man t h e  paper s k i p  
on Saturdays as wel l  as co l l ec t ing  waste paper. The Home Farm Trust  is 
a r eg i s t e r ed  c h a r i t y  which aims t o  provide a home, work and s e c u r i t y  fo r '  
t he  meatally handicapped. 

Recently a second paper co l l ec t ion  has s t a r t e d  at  Nailsworth which is tar 
opera te  every o the r  Saturday. I f  anyone would l i k e  t o  help with paper 
c o l l e c t i o n  o r  has a hoard of paper t h a t  they wish t o  ge t  r i d  of, then 
p lease  phone me e a r l y  evenings on Stroud 6631. 

BILL m m  I 

LEFT: Chrxs and Mark a t  Framilode t r y  t o  master t h e  bas i c  s k i l l s  p r i o r  
t o  t h e i r  departure (o ther  way up Chris:). RIGHT: Typical  weather 
condit ions at  t h e  s p i l l  w e i r  worksite t h i s  autumn. 



Nutshell Bridae 
U 

Anyone recently walking the Stroudwater Canal between the Ocean and 
Stonehouse Wharf, would have found that the towpath had been closed. 
They would have been lverted over the Ocean Bridge, through the 
Churchyard and over a temporary wooden bridge back to the towpath. The 
path over Nutshell Bridge was closed and a barge was flrmly sunk under 
the bridge from which staging and shuttering had been erected. 
The temporary wooden footbridge also crossed the suoken barge. In 
add~tion to the Cullimore's workmen, they would frequently see Mr. 
Rowbotham, the Company of Proprietor's Honorary Engineer, and 
occasionally the Trust's Secretary with Willum "the dog", inspecting 
the progress of work. 

What was going on? 

Nutshell Bridge was constructed circa 1778 and carried the track to 
mills and probably an older packhorse route. In 1802 Edward Hills 
built a warehouse, the building to the east of the bridge, and in 1803 
built the house to the west of the br~dge. Both incorporated sections 
of the bridge in their structure. In 1804 Mr. Hills paid twenty one 
Guineas to allow the buildings to stand and a coalpen was built. In 
1833 a gas main had been laid from Stroud to Chippenham Platt, Eastington 
and at least one main was subsequently laid across the bridge. 

Over the last ten years the condition of the bridge has given rlse to 
concern. Attempts to patch the arch in 1986 revealed extensive 
failure of the "ring", probably caused by water seepage from the 
maintenance of the gas main. The Company agreed to its repair and a 
schedule of works was drawn up by Mr. Rowbotham, certain grants were 
obtained and the work let out to Messrs. Cullimore. 

British Gas were given notice to remove their current main and work 
consnenced in September 1988 when the barge was removed from the far side 
of Brush Works Bridge and sunk under Nutshell Bridge as a work platform. 
The temporary footbridge was installed, the footpath diverted and 
shuttering erected to the form of the arch. A section of the arch the 
full width to the inside of the parapets and approximately 12 feet wide 
was cut out, under Mr. Rowbothan's supervision, back to sound brickwork. 
It was found that the ring comprised three layers of brick having been 
originally "puddled" over the arch, to prevent water egress and the 
roadway laid over the top. This clay layer had been broken through 
where the gas main had been installed, allowing egress of water. The 
ring has been replaced with new brickwork, waterproofed with a layer 
of protection reinforced concrete and the roadway relaid. 

A commemorative plaque donated by the Senior Company Director, Miss G.M. 
Hooper, the fourth generation of her family to have been Director of 
the Canal Company, has been installed on an inside parapet wall. 

It is to be hoped that Nutshell Bridge will now confidently face the 
future and still cross a restored Stroudwater Navigation in 2178 as if+ 
has since 1778. 

DAVID H. MAKES 



-- 

Grand Draw 
1988 GRAND DRAW DBBWN BY TRE CHAIRMAN OF STROUD DISTRICI COUNCIL, W. 
VAL CARDINER ON MONDAY 26th 1988, AT TI(E SEIP INN. SMNEHOUSE 

Ticket No. Name 

3975 Mrs J H Benfield 
36652 L J Lovesay 
26793 C Garner 
15219 N Melchior 
39484 M r s  A M McLean 
24921 Ian Morley 
39264 J G Davenport 
6754 Mrs P Birket t  
22758 Miss A Holt 
7045 Val Cardiner 
21643 Mr Handcock 
3743 Mrs B K Hunk 

Address Prize 

Barton, Cambs. £10.00 
Brockworth. Glos. £10.00 
Swindon, W i l t s .  £10.00 
Highworth, Swindon, W i l t s .  £10.00 
Old Colwyn, Clwyd. £10.00 
Imperial Trident Assurance £10.00 
London E1O.M) 
Thornbury £10.00 
Wakefield, W.Yorks. £10.00 
prize donated t o  Trust  E1O.OO 
Bourne, Bnmscombe, Glos. £100.00 
Oakridge Lynch, Stroud. £250.00 

- - ~ -  ~ -. , 
5,: 

%.... ; ..- 

G., . ; ..? l 

Nutshell bridge showing barge, staging and shut ter ing i n  place. 
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Book Review 
WORKING BOATS: Reliving the  Romance of t h e  Last  Days of Commercial 
T r a f f i c  on B r i t a i n ' s  Canals 

by Roger Alsop and Graham Dodkins 

Published by David & Charles ISBN 0 7153 9181 X 

This book is t h e  s t o r y  of Roger Alsop's involvement with cana ls .  
S t a r t i n g  with a Srmday School outing t o  Bingleg Five Rise Locks i n  1957 
he progressed through p leasure  boating and h o t e l  boat  operation t o  
commercial narrow boat car ry ing  i n  t h e  mid 1960's. A t  t h e  age of 
eighteen Roger became capta in  of a Willow Wren p a i r ,  mainly carrying 
coa l  from t h e  Midlands down t h e  Grand Union t o  London. Re entered t h e  
i n s u l a r  world of boa ters  a s  a complete o u t s ~ d e r  a t  a t i m e  when teenagers 
were more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Beat les  than Bolinders,  and provides a 
f a sc ina t i ng  i n s i g h t  i n t o  cana l  car ry ing  i n  its tw i l i gh t  years. The 
s u b t i t l e  'Re l lvmg t h e  Romance...' seems a rmsnamer; i n  f a c t  t h e  l i f e  of 
t h e  boater  was c l e a r l y  hard,  n t h  long hours, d i r t y  work, poor pay 
and cramped condi t ions .  The book conta ins  interviews wi th  many canal  
charac ters ,  some of them we l l  known t o  todays en thus i a s t s .  Ernie 
Kendall would. I ' m  su r e ,  laugh a t  t h e  i dea  of narrowboating being ca l l ed  
romantic. 

Les l i e  Mortnn is foremost amongst t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  t h a t  Roger 
encountered in his working days. Morton s t ruggled  t o  marntain Willow 
Wren i n  car ry ing  i n  t h e  1950's  and 1960's. but his optimism i n  the  long 
term fu tu re  of car ry ing  seems r a t h e r  sad today,  only twenty years  l a t e r .  
Yet we should a l l  be g r a t e f u l  t o  h ~ m ,  f o r  without his e f f o r t s  t h e  cana l  
system, busy today with pleasure  t r a f f i c ,  might not  have survived a t  a l l .  

I n  1985, twenty one years  a f t e r  leaving t h e  c u t ,  Roger decided t o  
recreate a working t r i p  down t h e  Grand Union wi th  a loaded pa i r .  t o  see 
,how much change t h e r e  had been i n  t h e  evolu t ion  from commercial t o  
l e i s u r e  usage. Together with Graham Dodkins he tracked down bs 
former boats ,  Comet and Barnes - both still surv iv ing  uoconverted - and 
arranged a coa l  run from Coventry t o  Brentford. Constant  references 
a r e  made between t h e  modern day t r l p  and t h e  1960's; t he se  p a r a l l e l s  

I1 a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  though a t  times t h e  in te rmingl ing  o f  t h e  two periods 
becomes a l i t t l e  confused. 

I1 
Surpr i s ingly  t h e  modern t r i p  was completed i n  only four  and a ha l f  
days, a time compatible with those  achieved in the 1960's. de sp i t e  
today's hazards of i n e p t  p leasure  boa ters ,  l ocks  badly maintained and 
with ga t e  paddles removed and shallow water. 

Trus t  members w i l l  be p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  appearance of Tony 
,Jones in the book, who before f ind ing  f u l f i l l m e n t  i n  opera t ing  the  Trus t  
t r i p  boats, owned Comet between 1968 and 1976 wh i l s t  r u m n g  
Stroudwater C a r r i e r s  with h i s  brother  Trevor. The f r o n t i s p i e c e  shows a 
youthful Tony s t e e r i n g  Comet i n t o  a lock.  The b ro the r s  express some 
f o r t h r i g h t  views on boats  and boating; I 'd  l ~ k e  t o  bear  more of Tony's 
l l f e  a f l o a t  and am s u r e  t h a t  he could w r i t e  a book of equal  i n t e r e s t  t o  
t h i s .  



At f9.95 f o r  only 130 pages o f  t e x t  t h i s  book is not  cheap, bu t  I ' m  s u r e  
t h a t  it w i l l  be i n  t h e  Christmas stocking of many canal enthus ias t s .  
The wealth of d e t a i l  it con ta in s  v iv id ly  receates the atmosphere o f  
cana l s  i n  t h e  1960's  and w i t h  t h e  paucity of q u a l i t y  wr i t i ng  on t h i s  
s u b j e c t  i t  is bound t o  become a c l a s s i c  a longs ide  such books a s  'Bread 
Upon The Waters' and 'Journeys o f  t h e  Swan1. 

Membership Matters 
This quar te r ,  we a r e  pleased t o  welcome t h e  fol lowing new members:- 

J R Connett 
W E Searing 

P Hajdukiewicz 
J R Sou tha l l  & Family 

Rev P J Par t ing ton  
J G r i f f i t h s  

Mr & MFS Long 
W G Heggie 

I a n  Cockram 

Slough. 
Eastcornbe, Stroud. 
Llanddeusant, Dyfed. 
Eastcombe, S tmud.  
Godalming. Surrey. 
Trehar r i s ,  Mid-Glam. 
Chalfont S t  Peter, Bucks. 
Stroud. 
Oakham, Rutland, Leics.  

Copy Date 
Please  may I draw your a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  new copy d a t e s  p r in t ed  a t  t h e  
top  o f  page one. Perhaps I should e x p l a ~ n  t h e  Trow schedule and why 
copy d a t e s  have been moved by a day o r  two. 

We alm t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  Trow t o  T rus t  Members by t h e  f i r s t  day.of March 
(Spring),  June (Summer), September (Autumn) and December (Winter). In 
order t o  al low time f o r  p r in t i ng ,  packing and d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  the Trow 
must be  wi th  t h e  p r i n t e r s  by t h e  second week of t h e  preceeding month. 
Obviously my work (which inc ludes  s e l ec t i on  of mater ia l ,  typing and 
pasting-up), can only be done during the  f i r s t  few days of t h e  month. 
Time is Tight!  

P lease  help me t o  g e t  t h e  Trow out  on time by respec t ing  copy d a t e  a s  
an  absolu te  deadl ine  f o r  submission. I cannot guarantee t o  p r i n t  
a r t i c l e s  o r  r epo r t s  received a f t e r  copy da t e ,  but I do hope t h a t  t h i s  
w i l l  no t  be necessary. 

DAVID JMdETI 



Letters to the Editor 
Dear Sir, 

With the hicentennial year nf 1989 approaching, I am hoping to gather 
a team of people to undertake anambitioussponsored walk project which 
would be in additlon to the regular annual walk. 

I intend to walk the entire length of the Stroudwater and Thames & 
Severn Canals followrng the original course wherever possible on a 
weekend in mid 1989. I need help from people nth organisation, 
back-up, transport, refreshments, etc. and would also welcome other 
walkers. 

If you can walk or help and want to know more, please contact me. 
Hopefully, a positive response will mean that I can give further 
details m the neat Trow. I await your call! 

DAVID BAILEY, Rose Cottage, 27 Newton St. Loe, Nr. Bath, Avon. 
(Telephone Bath 0225 873695) 

.Dear Sir. 

I read with interest the letter m Trow 62 from Terry Williamson of 
Dursley, regarding the early history of Ryeford Double Lock. 

Having recently carrled out detarled research into thls structure, on 
behalf of the Company of Proprietors of the Stroudwater Navigation, in 
connecuon with the damage illustrated. I feel that the tune has come 
for the true facts regarding Anthouy Keck's design to be placed on record. 

Flrstly, the Stroudwater Navigation was constructed under the supervision 
of a Director, Benjamin Grazebrook, who was not an engineer, but 
employed Engineers to "set out" the canal, the locks and other structures. 
These Engineers were employed for only short periods and then elther 
left or reasons were found to discharge them. The Compang Minute Books 
indicate that Grazebrook had run out of engineers and was unable to 
complete thls final section of canal, the remnder having been virtually 
completed to Stroud. 

Anthony Keck was also a Director and an architect with a large Stroud 
based practice (see Country Life October 1988). Keck only agreed to 
construct Ryeford Double Lock as late as 28th January 1779 for the sum 
of £7643.00. The canal was opened from Framxlode to Stroud on 24th July 
1779. On 16th December 1779 Graeebrook reported to the Board that "the 
rlght hand wall of Ryeford Double Lock will sloff down if not immediately 
repalred". 

However, repairs by Josiah Clowes. Engineer to the Thames & Severn Canal 
Company were completed in October 1789 - ten years later - and Anthony 
Keck was invoiced ~58.56.9fp for the repairs m October 1790. The 
Compang accepted, in full payment from Mr. Keck, E45.0.0d for Clowes' 
work on 12th June 1791. 



So Ryeford Lock never col lapsed,  nor was the canalapparent ly  closed 
f o r  t h e  r e p a i r s ;  t h e  work was not  completed f o r  t e n  years  and t h e  f u l l  
c o s t  of r e p a i r s  w a s l e s s  than 6% of t h e  o r i g i n a l  con t r ac t .  Inc identa l ly .  
a f u r t h e r  maaunderstano~ng. t h e  a l leged  l e g a l  a c t i o n ,  was merely 
a r b i t r a t i o n  a s  prescr ibed  i n  t h e  Company's Parl iamentary Acts. Keck was 
n o t  prosecuted, he d id  not  l o s e  t h e  cour t  case,  nor was he obliged t o  
dismantle  and rebui ld  t h e  lock a t  h i s  own cos t .  

I hope t h a t  I have now correc ted  t h e  misapprehensions regarding both 
Anthony Keck and Ryeford Double Lock. 

DAYID B. BOAKES Framilode, Gloucestershire.  

Sales 
Two new i tems r ecen t ly  added t o  t h e  s a l e s  s tock  a r e  a s  follows: 

* The Towpath Guide (Handford & Viner. 2nd Edi t ion)  E6.50 

* The F u l l  Story of t h e  Complete Navigation 
of t h e  Canal by Canoe (September 1988) ( inc luding  P&P) E1.OO 

The following a r e  a s e l e c t i o n  o f  o the r  i tems  a v a i l a b l e  by pos t  from me at  
THE COURTS, 27 WALTON ROAD, CLEVEDON, AVON, BS21 6AE. Please  add 40p per 
order  under E20 t o  he lp  towards postage and packing charges. Cheques and 
Pos t a l  Orders should be made payable t o  'S.T & S. C. T. Ltd.' 

Pens 
Penc i l s  
Large Badges 
Nore Book 
Personal  Address Book 
Comb i n  Case 
Bwk Narks 
Car S t i c k e r s  
Back I s sues  o f  t h e  Trow (Al l  Numbers Available!) 
Canal Walk Sheets  (Set of 5)  
A Canal Walk Through Stroud 
Canal Boat Cookery (Bryce) 
Stroud A s  It Was (Tucker) 
Canal Walks (Squires)  
Pos tcards  

A complete list of a l l  products  on sale v i a  t h e  T rus t  is a v a i l a b l e  from 
me on reques t .  



LU 

Dates for your Diary 
Mon 5 Bec 
Tues 13 Dec 
Thur 15 Dec 
Tues 20 Dec 
Sun 25 Dec 

Sun 1 Jan 
Mon 2 Jan 
Tues 10 Jan 
Tues 17 Jan 
Thur 1 9 J a n  
W/E 28/29 Jan 

Mon 6 Feb 
Tues 14 Feh 
Thur 16 Feb 
Tues 21 Feh 
W/E 25/26 Feb 

Western Branch Meeting 
Thames End Branch Meeting 
Western Branch Noggin & Natter 
TWA Event - see  below 
MeRRY CHRISTMAS! ! ! 

AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 
Western Branch Meeting 
Thames End Branch Meeting 
IWA Event - see  below 
Western Branch Noggin & Natter 
Thames End Branch Working Weekend 

Western Branch Meet~ng 
Thames End Branch Meeting 
Western Branch Noggin & Natter 
IWA Event - see  below 
Thames End Branch Working Weekend 

Man 6 Mar Western Branch Meeting 
8 'i 

Tues 14 Mar Thames End Branch Neetlng ' % 
Thur 16 Mar Western Branch Noggin & Natter 2 2 
F r i  24 Mar IWA Event - see  below 
W/E 25/26 Mar Thames End Branch Working Weekend. 

TdEsTERN BRANCH VOLUNTEERS WORK ON VARIOUS PROJECTS ON MOST WEEKENDS. 

- 
I W A  EVENTS 

Tues 20 Dec RESTORING EXHIBITS FOR GLOUCPSTER A t a l k  
by David McDougall a t  t h e  B.W. Museum 
Schools Room, Gloucester 7.30 pm 

Tues 17 Jan THE AVON RING A video of a hollday taken 
by Graham E t t l e s  and Des Pxnnock last 
year, a t  Tewkesbury Marina 7.30 pm 

Tues 21 Feb THE PISGAH OF GMIUCESTER - The Story of a 
Barge. A t a l k  by Tony Fa rm,  a t  the  B.W. 
Museum Schools Room. Gloucester 7.30 pm 

F r i  24 Mar AGM - IWA GLOUCESTERSHIRE BRANCH at the  
B.W. Museum Schools Room, 
Gloucester 7.30 pm . 

FRONT COVER PICI'URE: Duck! Chris Jones negot ia tes  Ryeford Swing 
Bridge on h i s  team's epic journey from Severn t o  Thames (see page 12) 

BACK COVER PICTURE: One of Mr. Culllmore's workmen ge t s  stuck In to  
t h e  top s ide  of Nutshell Bridge (see page 14) 



Who's Who 

in the S. T. &S. C. T. Ltd. 

- lMENTS 
MEMBERSHIP RICWRD AlTWM)D 7 Hidcote Close, Eastcornbe. Stroud. 
SECRETARY Glos., GL6 7EF (Brimscornbe 885057) 

PRESS 8 BRUCE HALL Springers. Watledge, Nallsworth, Glos., 
PUBLICITY (Nailsworth 2384) 

SALES CHRIS JONES The Courts. 27 Walton Road, Clevedon, 
MANAGER Avon, B521 6AE (Clevedon 875714) 

EVENTS JEFFERY SHAW The Cleeves, Nailsworth, Glos., 
ORGANISER GL6 OPA (Nailsworth 3373) 

SECRETARY DERYCK WATKINSON 1 2  Hampton Grove, Meysey Hampton, 
Cirencester .  Glos., GL7 5JN (Poulton 661) 

TREASURER NICHOLAS MELCHIOR 28 Grove H i l l ,  Highworth, Swindon, 
Wllts., SN6 7JN (Swindon 762510) 

WESTERN BRAN 
CHAIRMAN BERNARD WNOVAN 10 Mount Pleasant ,  Bisley Old Road, 

Stroud, Glos., GL5 INA (Stroud 77541) 

SECRETARY TONY JONES 7 Stringers Close, Rodborough, Stroud, 
Glos.. GL5 3RB (Stroud 2915) 

TREASURER ALEC WHITMOUSE 37 Cotswold Green, Stonehouse, Glos. 
GLlO 2ET (Stonehouse 2284) 

-WORKING PARTIES 
WESTERN WUG BLARE 19 S t r a t ton  Rd., Gloucester (Glos 415843) 
BRANCH 

THAMES END NICHOLAS MELCBIOR 28 Grove H i l l ,  Bighworth, Swindon, 
BRANCB Wllts., SN6 7JN (Swindon 762510) 

WASTE PAPER BILL WILL 20 Victorla Road, Brlmscombe. Stroud. 
COLLECTION Glos. (Brlmscornbe 882125) 

THE TROW v 

EDITOR DAVID JOWETI 48A Stondon Park, Forest  H i l l ,  London, 
SE23 1JZ (01 699 9816) 




